sk
¥

X¥
*¥
¥k
¥¥
¥
¥
$4
X
X
XX
¥
3
$¥
e
X3
¥
¥
X
X3
x¥
X¥
¥

ek
24

BUREAU
OF
NAVAL PERSONNEL

¥ ¥

INFORMATION
BULLETIN

SEPTEMBER 1942

* *
* ¥

*
¥

* Kk k k *x Kk *x Kk K *
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ X X ¥ Xx

NUMBER 306 ¥



fe

e

84443

ok ok Kk K K K Kk k ok k ok Kk k K Kk Kk Kk Kk %k K ¥ £ k¥

*
*
*
*
*
Do right always. This will gratify *
some people and astonish the rest. ¥
--Mark Twain *
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

L R R IR R N R I IR R B

Bk ok ok K Rk kK ok k Kk k k Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk k K %k %



THE BATTLE OF THE SOLOMON ISLANDS

OFFICIAL U. 8. NAVY PHOTOGRAPH

Aerial view of fire swept Tanambogo Island after attacking American carrier
based air forces had hit and departed. Japanese gun emplacements and anti-
aircraft batteries were hit. Gawvutu Island, another point attacked and taken over
by invading Marines, supported by Pacific Fleet Forces, lies just beyond
Tanambogo Island across the causeway (right).

MARINE LANDINGS IN THE SOLOMONS

(The folldwing account of the Marines capture of Solomon Island strongholds was writ-

ten by Second Lieutenant H. L. Merillat, U. S. Marine Corps Public Relations Officer at the
battle scene.)

Guadalcanal (August 14) (delayed) - August 7, 1942, the largest force of Marines ever
to engage in landing operations assaulted Guadaleanal, Tulagi and Gavutu, important Japanese
bases in the Solomon Islands. The attack marked the first time in this war that American
land forces have taken the offensive against the enemy. Marines avenged their comrades on

Wake Island by destroying Jap garrisons on Tulagi and Gavutu and driving shattered Jap forces
on Guadalcanal into the hills.

'

THE NAVY 1S YOUR WORK - DO IT AT THE OFFICE
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These islands, with their inlets that once sheltered Jap seaplanes and a big airdrome that
the Japs had hastily built as a base for further adventures in the Pacific, now will serve as
bases for United Nations air, sea and land power. The process of rolling back the Japs has
begun in earnest.

Long before dawn on the Tth things were humming aboard the ships of the armada slip-
ping silently into the passage between Guadalcanal and Florida Islands. Between 0200 and 6300
all handsturned out and wolfed a sumptuous breakfast. Who knew how long it would be before
any of us had another real meal? Field rations would soon take the place of steaks and fried
potatoes and scrambled eggs. Then we made our final preparations to go over the side and
stood by, waiting for the eastern sky to brighten.

About dawn I went out on the top deck of my transport. The weather had been on our side.
Low clouds and mist had concealed our progress toward the Solomons all day the 6th. They
had. cleared during the night and the stars guided us on our way. At 0500 we could make out
the dim outline of Guadalcanal to starboard. There was no sign of activity on the shore. At
0525 general quarters sounded and the ship’s crew took battle stations. At 0605 - “Stand by
to lower boats.” Then came what all of us had been waiting tensely to see and hear; at 0617
a cruiser’s guns boomed and a salvo of shells landed in the laps of the Japs on Guadalcanal.

To the Japs on Guadalcanal and Tulagi it must have seemed that hell had broken loose,
One laborer later taken as a prisoner said he thought he was dead. Salvo after salvo ripped
into their midst. Navy planes unloaded high explosive and strafed the ground. The red trails
of tracer bullets and shells cut the black coast of Guadalcanal. Fifteen miles to the north of
us naval ships and aircraft were dealing out the same punishing bombardment to Tulagi.

At 0700 came the order to lower boats. Methodically they were swung out on their davits
and lowered into the water. The ships bearing Marines who were to land in the first wave had
already lowered away and soon the water about the transports was swarming with hundreds of
speedy landing boats. New ramp landing and tank lighters were getting their first test in com-
bat. Amphibious tractors, carrying engineering supplies, began their churning progress to-
ward the beach, to be on hand when the speedier landing boats first hit the shore line.

0800 was “H-hour” (attack hour) when the first wave of Marines landed on Tulagi. We
could hear destroyers pumping high explosive into the beach. Then the barrage lifted, the
Marines landed, and a tiny South Sea island became the first battlefield in America’s f1rst
offensive in World War II.

Meanwhile the landing boats were gathering for the assault on Guadalcanal. Proudly
flying the Stars and Stripes, the boats took on their loads of Marines and equipment and cir-
cled in the rendezvous area between the transports and the line of departure marked by two
destroyers. I went in early so I was on tne water when the first wave hit the beach. As our
boat sped across the line of departure an amber flare from the shore announced that Combat
Group A under Colonel L. P. Hunt had landed. We hit the beach about 1000 and learned that
CG-A had landed without resistance. The beach presented a busy scene. Already tank light-
ers were pulling up with their iron monsters.\ Amphibian tractors, which the Marines call

“alligators”, chugged ashore, equally at home on land or water. A steady stream of Marines
was pouring out of boats. By 1045 Combat Group B, under Colonel C. B, Cates, was landing
and lining up for its advance to the southwest, _Scattered rifle shots marked the advance of the
Marines as they fanned out through the tall grass and cocoanut grove.

We counted on the Japs’ arriving to bomb us about noon, figuring it would take that long
for them to organize a flight of bombers in Rabaul and fly them down to Guadalcanal, Our
guess was only a few hours off; in mid-afternoon bursting bombs and a sky full of flak an-
nounced their arrival. Rising-sun bomber attacked our ships in the roads, without hitting any,
Several were shot down. An hour and a half later the Japs attacked again, with dive bombers
this time. They hit one of our destroyers. Two Japs more were shot down,

That first day our advance was slow. There were no contacts with the enemy, for their
whereabouts was unknown (we later learned they had scurried to the hills) and the thick tall
grass and deep feeders of the Ilu River made a cautious advance imperative. At 1600 Head-
quarters arrived on the shore and set up a Command Post in a palm grove south of the east
branch of the Ilu, There we bivouacked for the night.
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THE BATTLE OF THE SOLOMON ISLANDS

OFFICIAL U. S. NAVY PHOTOGRAPH

Marine landing boats storm the coast of Guadalcanal Island near Lunga Point,
Solomon Islands. What appears to be underbrush just above the shore line is a
palm grove.

On the second day, August 8, the Marines on Guadalcanal pushed westward to take pos-
session of the big new airfield which the Japs had obligingly built for us and to occupy and
defend the area around Lunga Point. Combat Groups A and B completed the operation during
the day, meeting no resistance until one group reached Kukum. There, south of the area
occupied by the Marines, they ran into snipers and machine-guns in dugouts manned by Jap-
anese. The area was quickly mopped up, but nightly Jap patrols slip into our lines.

It became apparent after the first day that the Jap forces in the Lunga area had run to
the hills when the American onslaught began on August 7. As we moved into their camps
we found evidence that they had left in a hurry. Meals were still on the table, personal gear
was tossed in all directions, valuable equipment was left intact. Ammunition dumps, pom -
poms, artillery, fuel, radio equipment, trucks, cars, refrigerating equipment, road-rollers,
electric power plant -- all were found just as the Japs had set them up and used them, except
for the damage done by naval gunfire and bombing. A fine airport, with a runway 1400 yards
long already completed, was almost ready to receive planes.

WORDS ARE LIKE RAZORS - THEY MAY BE USED TO CUT YOUR THROAT
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THE BATTLE OF THE SOLOMON ISLANDS

OFFICIAL U. S. NAVY PHOTOGRAPH

This is the famous Tulagi Island (center foreground), stronghold of the Japanese
forces in the Solomon Islands. Fires can be seen burning (right center) after
American carrier based dive bombers paid their first visit with bombs. In addition
to fortifications, anti-aircraft batteries, and radio station, the Japanese had a small
golf course on the-Island, but the unexpected arrival of the U. 8. Navy bombers
gave them no time to yell “Fore” to Tokyo.

At noon on the 8th our visitors in the sky returned, this time bent on a daring raid. As
our transports dispersed out to the open sea the Jap bombers came in. Almost skimming the
waves they lunged in among the transports and cargo ships. I was watching from the beach of
Guadacanal 2and saw the big bombers burst into flames as they ran into murderous anti-air-
craft fire from the ships. One, two, three - then I lost count in the confusion of the battle.
Some ran the gauntlet of ack-ack and headed for the open sea, only to fall prey to our Navy
fighters darting at them from high above., We heard that forty bombers had started on their
mission; we heard that few returned to their base. Certainly their losses were enormous,

In their suicidal raid over the strait they hit one of our transports. The Japs’ second attempt
to disrupt our operation had failed miserably.

The night of August 8 was one of alarms and excitement. We learned later that fighting
was still continuing across the straits in the Tulagi area. In Guadalcanal it was a -sleepless

TALK OVER BARS MAY LEAD TO TIME BEHIND BARS
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night for other reasons. First, the rains came, in a drizzle then in torrents. The Command
Post had moved west and we were bivouacked beneath the trees without tents. Everyone and
his gear was thoroughly drenched. Trying to get a cat nap in our puddles of water we were
aroused by a thunderous bombardment. Out at sea to the west, the big guns spoke. Flashes

of light told us that a naval battle was in progress. We do not yet know the full story of that
battle but we do know that the Jap ships were turned back - ships which undoubtedly had slip-
ped toward Guadalcanal and Tulagi to blast us by night, to sink our transports and supply
ships and bombard our forces ou land before we were fully dug in and squared away. The Japs’
third determined attempt to knock us out had failed.

After the sound of battle receded and we were bedding downagain in our puddles, rumors
flew thick that the Japs were attempting to land on the beach 200 yards north of the main Com-
mand Ppst. Flares dropped by Jap planes to mark Lunga Point gave a ring of truth to the
alarm and in the blackness and rain our own landing boats had been mistaken for the enemy.
The truth was learned before any damage was done.

Since then we have been digging in, scouting out enemy detachments, potting the pesky
snipers one by one, getting ready for anything that may come. A few Jap planes make us a
daily visit, about noon, but are of more interest as chronometers than as raiders. Enemy
subs pop up in thé strait now and then and lob a few shells into Guadalcanal. In any case, their
periodic popping has become part of the accustomed music of Guadalcanal and we pay little
attention.

The Marines have what they want, and they mean to hold it.
ON TULAGI - GAVUTU-TANAMBOGO

Our comrades in the Tulagi area have had a tough fight, The Japs there cut off from
escape, well dug in, and strongly armed - fought from their fortresses to the last man.
Brigadier General William H. Rupertus, Assistant Commander of our forces who directed the
operation in that area, described the battle as “the most wonderful work we have had in
history.” Hundreds of Marines became heroes and veterans in the bitter fighting.

The honor of being the first to land in America’s Pacific offensive fell to a company
under the command of Captain E, J. Crane. They landed on the west side of a Florida Island
_ promontory which overlooks the island fortress of Tulagi which the Raider Battalion was to
assault half an hour later. They met no opposition at this point, but late in the day were to
see some lively action.

The first wave of the Raider Battalion, under the command of Colonel Merritt Edson, hit
the beach in the northwest end of Tulagi. It is a hilly wooded area and the Marines expected
tough going. The Japs apparently expected no landing, however, and offered no opposition on
the beach. One man was lost by a sniper’s bullet, the rest landed safely. Avoiding the trails
along the shore which were commanded by steep cliffs, the Raiders made their way along both
sides of the central ridge of the little island, pushing through dense brush and woods. In two
hours and a half they covered a mile and a half, from the beach to the southeast. Then the
shooting started. The Marines came up against a strongly defended hill where a concentration
of machine-gun nests held them up for an hour. The battle was joined at short range, with
* Marines sneaking up on nests of Japs concealed in caves and crawling down the steep cliffs to
drop hand grenades into the cliff holes. A company on the north side of the island pushed
through strong opposition and took the ridge above the playing ground. The Japs allowed them
to pass through, then opened up from the rear. Snipers in trees, behind rocks, concealed in
buildings, harassed the Marines,

The enemy’s main defenses were concentrated in the ravin north west of a Hill, a pre-
cipitous rock covering the southeast end of Tulagi, and on the slopes of the hill itself,
Withering machine-gun fire from pillboxes and dugouts poured out on the Marines. A company
of Marines under Captain Harold T. A. Richmond, by this time was advancing southward from
the north end of the island. It too was held up by heavy machine gun fire.

{15



THE BATTLE OF THE SOLOMON ISLANDS

OFFICIAL U. S. NAVY PHOTOGRAPH
Another view of Tulagi Island. Upper right shows the smoke plume of burning
supplies following the attack by American carrier based Navy bombers. The
Island appears to be joined to the main Florida Island which crosses the entire
top of the picture, but there is really a channel of deep water (upper left) which
is hidden by the high hills on Tulagi. The small islands in the foreground are,
reading from bottom to top: Songonangona Island, Kokomtambu Island, and
Mbangai Island. :

At dusk it was decided to organize a defensive line northwest of this Hill. Captured Jap-
anese maps had shown their defenses to be concentrated under that hill, At 2230 the Japs
counter-attacked and broke their way through two Companies of the Raiders, isolating one of
them. The Japs worked their way northward, fighting with knives, rifles, and grenades.
Lieutenant Colonel H. E. Rosecrans, commanding a Battalion, evacuated his command post
only two minutes. before the Japs occupied it. In the grim night battle Lieutenant John B. Doyle,
Jr. held a mortar observation post in front of th: former British residency on the hill north
of the playing ground. With only a squad of eight or nine men he pushed back the Japs, kicking
them over the side of the precipice.

In the morning the Marines resumed the offensive, Two companies which had mopped up
the north west end of the island upon landing the first day, advanced southward, On the second
day they pushed through from the beach west of the playing ground. That gave the Marines
positions for mortars and machine guns on three sides of the main Jap position. By 1500 they
had blasted the Japs out .of their strongholds and completed physical possession of the island.
That was not the end of the story, however, for snipers were still concealed in trees, tall
grass, and caves. Twice the next day Marines combed the area, finding snipers each time.

Not one of the hundreds of Japanese on tne island surrendered. They had to be blasted
out of each position. Their defense was built around small groups in dugouts and caves, com-
7



THE BATTLE OF THE SOLOMON ISLANDS

OFFICIAL U. S. NAVY PHOTOGRAPH

The wing of a U. S. Navy Grumman Fighter plane returned with a Japanese 20 mm
cannon hole in the port side, following the attack on Solomon Islands.

municating with each other by radio. In many of the cliffside strongholds radios were found.
In one case, on the third day, a Jap was still firing from his deep cavern after all his comrades
had been shot. For two days he had lived with corpses, without food or water. Three Japs
cornered fired until they had only three rounds for one pistol. Then one of them killed his two
companions and turned the gun on himself. Some caves were manned by thirty or forty Japs.
When the one manning the machine gun was picked off, another would take his place, so on till
the last man was dead.

The assault on Gavutu, mile-long island which was the site of the principal Japanese sea-
plane base in the Solomons, began at 1200 on the 7th. In the dawn bombing raid all the planes
based there had been blasted before they could leave the water. One four-engined bomber,
ripped by American bombs, now rests on a bed of coral off Gavutu, Nine Zeros, fitted with
floats, and five big patrol planes lie wrecked on the beach or under the waves.

As noon drew near, the landing boats approached Gavutu from the shore of Florida
Island. Even before the assault wave had formed, the Japs opened up with a rain of fire from
their hill fortress. The Marines came in under this fire. They had hoped to land on the con-
crete seaplane slips, but the naval gunfire and bombing had hurled huge bloeks of concrete
into the water, blocking the @bbroach. The attacking Marines had to clamber on to a wharf
higher than their boats, swept by machine gun fire., Major Robert H. Williams, their command-
Ing officer, was badly wounded leading his men in the firstwave and had to be evacuated.
Captain George Stallings took command and led the attack which wiped the Japanese from
Gavutu. ' 8



On Gavutu is a hill 148 feet high which the Japanese had converted into a honeycomb of
cavern emplacements. Tunnels connected many and some rock-hewn chambers were 20’ by
20’. The hill rises steeply from the flat strip near the beach and from the mouths of scores
of caves the Japs poured down a withering fire, Many Marines showed great courage that day
in assaulting the formidable stronghold. Captain Harry L. Torgerson, for example, covered
only by the fire of four of his men, rushed from cave to cave, hurling into them charges of
TNT tied to boards with short fuses. By himself he closed up more than fifty of the pest holes
and came out of his daring day’s work with only a wrist watch broken and his pants blasted
off.

Platoon Sergeant Harry M. Tully, who had seen many of his best friends shot down in the
first blast of machine gun fire from the cliff, for two days and nights operated as a lone wolf,
surpassing the Japs in cunning and patience, picking them off one by one after lying in wait :
for long periods. From Gavutu he picked out machine gunners on Tanambogo, 500 yards away,
and shot them down. By night he sat on the beach, watching the water for tell tale traces of
Japs as they swam into the beach behind logs. Once he watched a log float to the beach ohly
six feet from where he lay in wait. The Jap did not stir for 18 minutes, nor did Sergeant Tully.
Theh the Jap lifted his head and Tully shot him.

In a sense it is wrong to mention heroes by name, for not all heroes can be named and to
omit them seems to derogate from their courage and brave deeds. There were so méiny heroes.
in the assaults on Tulagi, Gavutu, Tanambogo and Guadalcanal that not all can be named, and
not all will ever be known.

In two days of bitter fighting the Marines cleaned out the Japs on Gavutu. In the after-
noon of August 7, even before their conquest was complete, the Marines ran up the Stars and
Stripes from the hilltop on Gavutu. The bugle blew colors and the Marines paused long
enough to cheer the raising of our flag on Jap-held territory. The rising sun still floated over
Tanambogo, half a mile away, but the Marines shot it down, leaving Old Glory as the sole flag
waving at dusk over that once strong Japanese base.

Marines under Captain Crane, who had landed on Florida Island without opposition, were
ordered to Gavutu about 1400 the afternoon of the 7th. The troops embarked and Flight Lieu-
tenant C. E. Spencer, their Australian guide, showed them the way to Gavutu where they
arrived at dusk. The commanding officer there directed them to land on Tanambogo, a near-
by small island connected by a causeway with Gavutu. Heavy fire from Tanambogo made an
advance across the causeway impossible,

Five minutes of naval gunfire preceded the landing of Captain Crane’s men. The last
shell hit a fuel dump near the beach just as the Marines landed, brilliantly lighting the beach
and silhouetting the attackers. The Marines were jammed between two piers, one of which had
been built since their guide last saw Tanambogo, and heavy machine-gun fire strafed them
from the hill. Seeing that they were caught in a pocket, unable to peep over the edge of the
pier or to set up machine guns without drawing withering fire, Captain Crane ordered the
operation delayed until dawn and made his way back to Tanambogo. Two of his men, stranded
in the confusion, swam back to Gavutu during the night.

The next day the Tanambogo fortress was finally cracked by Marines under Lieutenant
Colonel R. G. Hunt. Two tanks were sent in ahead of the troops from Gavutu. One ran about
100 feet inland when the Japs swarmed over it, thrust an iron rod into its treads, poured gas-
oline over it and set it afire. A Marine Lieutenant opened the top of his tank turret, trained
his AA gun on the Japs and killed 23 of them before he was knifed to death. The infantry
followed the tanks and amply avenged their comrade’s death by finishing off the defenders with .
the tactics so effective on Gavutu.

* k %k k %
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NAVY DEPARTMENT COMMUNIQUE NO, 118
SOUTH PACIFIC

1. Several new attempts have been made by the Japanese to land and establish small de-
tachments of troops on various islands in the Southeastern Solomon group. U.S. land-based
aircraft, operating from our Guadalcanal base have attacked the ships engaged in these landing
operations. Several hits have been reported but the extent of damage inflicted is not known.
The parties which have succeeded in landing are being sought out and engaged by U.S. Marines.

2 During the morning of September 2 (East longitude date) an Army Flying Fortress on
patrol off the North Coast of Santa Isabel Island bombed and damaged an enemy tanker or sea-
plane tender, leaving it burning.

» 3. At about this same time eighteen Japanese bombers, escorted by fighters, attacked
our installations at Guadalcanal. Three enemy bombers and four fighters were shot down by
our defending aircraft while anti-aircraft batteries shot down an additional fighter. Damage to
our positions was minor.

4. In spite of the periodic attacks by enemy aircraft our positions in the Guadalcanal-
Tulagi area are steadily being reinforced and strengthened.

* ok k£ K K

* MAJOR GENERAL VANDERGRIFT PAYS TRIBUTE TO
NAVY AIR ARM

The performance of the Navy’s air arm in the Solomons offensive has won high praise
from Major General A.A. Vandergrift, USMC, who commanded Marine amphibious troops which
captured the Japanese base at Tulagi.

In a personal letter to Lieutenant General Thomas Holcomb, USMC, Commandant of the
Marine Corps, General Vandergrift describes his “being supported by Navy Air” as follows:

“Their reaction on call was instantaneous and accurate --
their preliminary bombardment wonderful.”

The “Navy Air” referred to in General Vandergrift’s letter comprised carrier-based
fighters and dive bombers.

It is the unanimous opinion of high ranking officers who are directing our war operations
that close air support is desirable in most forms of modern warfare -- mandatory-in amphib-
ious operations of this character. In a war in which all too frequently air support is either in-
effective or lacking, this example of the close cooperation between ground troops and aircraft
is noteworthy. For some time, the Navy, in intimate association with Marine and Army Am-
phibious troops, has endeavored to attain this close coordination of effort. The results speak
for themselves.

Navy Department communiques to date have described the downing of at least 119 Japa-
nese aircraft in the Solomons area at a very minor cost to our own forces.

In addition to the support from American ship and shore based anti-aircraft batteries,

long range Army bombers and Marine Corps fighters based on Guadalcanal cooperated with the
Navy fighters and dive bombers in achieving jointly the one-sided aerial score.

* ¥ ¥k * *

RACING A JAP SUB IN THE SOLOMONS

(The following report was written by Second Lieutenant H. .. Merillat, Marine Corps Public
Relations Officer with our forces in the Solomons).
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Guadalcanal, August 15, (delayed)--News gathering hereabouts is no city hall beat. The
success of the Navy-Marine Corps operations has given us six islands to cover. That means
open water and small boats, which in this area add up to a game of hide and seek with Jap subs.

Tulagi, where the fighting was particularly heavy, is 20 miles away across open water.
News from there was scarce until three days ago, when three boats made the crossing We got
up at dawn to go along. :

We were late in getting under way, and it looked as though we would be out in the middle
of the straits about the time the Jap bombers made their daily visit. Our boat was a rather old
craft and wouldn’t make much speed. The others going over piled into a landing boat, and a
tank lighter loaded with gasoline completed our little fleet.

We shoved off at 0855, on a calm sea with bright skies, ideal visibility for aircraft and
subs. We chugged along without incident until 1030 when we sighted a plane approaching low
from the east. We grabbed our weapons and our gunner turned his machine gun on the plane.
It was a false alarm, however, for the plane turned out to be one of our PBY s. :

About 1100 we sighted something in the water almost dead ahead, slightly to port, lying
off the coast of Florida Island. The officer in charge of our boat called to me to take a look:
“Is that a sub, Merillat?” My specs and field glasses were clouded by spray (I understand
why sailors and Marines must have good eyes), but I could make out something on the water,
about 5,000 yards off.

Our three boats did a sharp turn to starboard, running parallel to Florida. By this time
I could make out a sub all too plainly and she was overtaking us fast. Two shells burst a few
hundred yards from us.

Then, of all times, our engine started to burn out. Clouds of stream poured from the
engine housing. She clanked and groaned and hissed as if she would explode any moment, and
the sub was racing toward us, trying to head us off,

Batteries from Tulagi were firing on the sub by this time. I thought I saw two hits on her,
but she kept on coming.

We decided to abandon our tub and frantically signalled the landing boat to pull alongside.
At first our signals were misunderstood. I thought they were never coming for us.

But, finally, the landing boat pulled up to us, we threw in our gear and then ourselves.

My shoes, which I had set on the housing to dry, were left behind.

We felt better for some foolish reason -- perhaps because we were all together and in a
sound boat. We raced on eastward, watching the exchange between the sub and shore battery.
Finally the sub disappeared. We shouted with relief, joked and laughed on the let-up of tension.
At noon we arrived at Tulagi, feeling very lucky.

The next day we started back at 0430, without much appetite for the trip. We swung far to
the eastward from Tulagi and just a8 we were about to emerge from the cover of Florida Island,
saw flashes of gunfire off Guadalcanal., “Subs!” we thought, and we later learned we were right.
We laid to for a few minutes and when the gunfire ended, started across the strait and made the
journey without further incident.

The main point of all this is that we did manage to get to Tulagi, Gavutu and Tanambogo,
and hear their stories over there.

They had a brave story to tell; the fighting was bitter in that area and the Marines there
are now veterans and heroes. We had only six hours of daylight there and didn’t begin to cover
the ground adequately, so our stories are not yet complete. '

* k &k %k %

CARELESS TALK COSTS LIVES
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23 NAVAL OFFICERS HONORED - SEVEN AWARDED NAVY CROSS;
ONE WINS DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS; 15 ARE COMMENDED

Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox has awarded the Navy Cross to 7 Naval officers, the
Distinguished Flying Cross to one and has commended 15 officers for action during the war.

All the awards of the Navy Cross except one and the Distinguished Flying Cross were
made for action in the Pacific.

The men honored follow:
NAVY CROSS

Lieutenant Commander Richard S. Baron, U.S.N., was awarded the Navy Cross posthu-
mously for “extraordinary heroism and meritorious conduct during the bombing of Cavite,
Philippine Islands”. He entered a burning building at considerable risk to his life to recover
confidential publications and carry them to safety to prevent their loss or the possibility of
their falling into enemy hands. He was killed in action.

Lleutenant (junior grade) Edward G. Binning, U.S.N.R., received the Navy Cross with a
citation “for distinguished service in the line of his professmn He participated in the first
night search and attack on enemy craft in the Pacific area.

Lleutenant Commander Jacob E. Cooper, U.S.N., was awarded the Navy Cross with a
citation “for espemally meritorious conduct, extreme courage and devotion to duty.” He
guided the destroyer he commanded through a large concentration of enemy craft and succeed-
ed by his skillful maneuvering in inflicting heavy damage on enemy ships.

Ensign George E. Cox, U.S.N.R., received the Navy Cross and a citation “for extraor-
dinary heroism and courageous devotion to duty.” After attacking an enemy ship he diverted
its fire so that another U.S. vessel could attack more freely. Ensign Cox commanded a motor
torpedo boat attached to the squadron commanded by Lieutenant (now Lieutenant Commander)
John D. Bulkeley, U.S.N.

Lieutenant Commander Edward N. Parker U.S.N., received a gold star in lieu of a
second Navy Cross together with a c:ttatmn “for d:Lstmgmshed service in the line of his pro-
fession, heroism and devotion to duty.” As the commander of a destroyer division under
heavy gunfire from the enemy, Lieutenant Commander Parker exercised capable leadership
and skill with the result that several hits were scored on the opposing forces. Following the
attack, he withdrew his forces from grave danger without serious damage, due to his excellent
judgment and fine seamanship.

Commander Earl L. Sackett, U.S.N., received the Navy Cross and a citation “for
heroism in combat with the enemy.” He directed operations of strategic importance involving
hazardous missions despite frequent attacks from enemy air forces.

Lieutenant Commander Willard A. Saunders, U.S.N., was awarded the Navy Cross with
a citation “for distinguished service in the line of his profession.” As commanding officer,
he directed his ship in several successful attacks on armed enemy vessels without damage
or injury to material or personnel of his ship.

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

Lieutenant (junior grade) James G. Da.mels, 0T, U.S.N., won the Distinguished Flying
Cross and a citation “for heroic conduct in aerial flight.” He participated in successful bomb-
ing and strafing attacks and then took several photographs of damage to the enemy despite
heavy anti-aircraft fise. Later he intercepted two enemy bombers and aided in destroying one
of them and damaging the other.

IN THE CAFETERIA, LOOSEN YOUR BELT, NOT YOUR TONGUE
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COMMENDATIONS

Gunner Irvin F. English, U.S.N., was commended “for courageous and devoted service”
in the heroic defense of the Bataan Peninsula. He is listed as missing in action.

Lieutenant Claud M. Fraleigh (DC), U.S.N., was commended “for gallant conduct” render-
ed in an Army Field Hospital during the defense of Bataan Peninsula against the Japanese. He
is listed as missing in action.

Lieutenant Roy D. Gilbert, (CEC), U.S.N.R., was commended for “valuable and outstand-
ing service” rendered in the Philippine area prior to and after the attack by Japanese forces.
He overcame the handicaps of primitive equipment and unskilled labor and showed ingenuity
and industry in construction work. He is listed as missing in action.

Lieutenant Commander George G. Harrison, U.S.N.R., was commended for efficiency,
leadership and judgment under difficult and trying circumstances as port director in an area in
the Philippine Islands at the time of the Japanese invasion. He is listed as missing in action.

Radio Electrician Charles E. Ludiker, U.S.N., was commended for his technical knowledge,
ingenuity and extraordinary initiative.

Boatswain Bernice C. Hart, U.S.N., was commended “for gallant conduct.” He served
courageously and devotedly during the defense of Bataan. He is listed as missing in action.

Captain Kenneth M. Hoeffel, U.S.N., was commended “for distinguished service in duties
of great responsibility in time of war.” His servite in the Philippine area was deemed out-
standing in the defense of that area against the Japanese. He is listed as missing in action.

Lieutenant Commander Denys W. Knoll, U.S.N., was commended “for skill, perseverance
and courage” during the defense of the Philippines against attack by the Japanese.

Lieutenant Joseph L. LaCombe, U.S.N., was commended for skill and courage in directing
anti-aircraft fire aboard ship on attacking Japanese planes. Lieutenant LaCombe is listed as
missing in action.

Lieutenant Hubert MacGowan, U.S.N.R., was commended for his skill, perseverance,
courage and devotion to duty in the defense of Bataan. He is listed as missing in action.

Lieutenant Commander Lawrence J. McPeake, U.S.N., was commended for skill and
courage in assisting in the defense of his ship against Japanese aerial attack. He is listed
as missing in action.

Lieutenant Edwin R. Nelson (MC), U.8.N.R., was commended for gallant conduct, coura-

~ geous and devoted service in an Army Field Hospital on Bataan during the Japanese invasion.

Lieutenant (junior grade) Robert W. Rynd, U.S.N., was commended for courage, endurance
and determination. After being driven away three times by flames from a plane which had
crashed, Rynd made a fourth attempt to rescue the pilot of the fallen craft. He tore a hole in
the cockpit with his bare hands and rescued the unconscious pilot.

Lizutenant Commander Carey M. Smith (MC), U.8.N., was commended for gallant con-
duct, courageous and devoted service rendered in an Army Field Hospital on Bataan during the
Japanese attack.

Lieutenant Commander Elbert Claude Wilson, U.S8.N.R., was commended for decisively
outstanding action, skill and courage in defending his ship against enemy attack.
* k k k %

S.0.S. - SAVE QUR SECRETS!
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AWARDED NAVY CROSS

Lieutenant Commander Marion Case Cheek, U.S. Naval Reserve, has been ‘awardegl the
Navy Cross by Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox for “distinguished service in line of his
profession” rendered while he was on duty in Manila, P.I.

The citation issued with the medal states:

“Drior to the evacuation of Manila, his services had been valuable in ordinary
responsibilities as well as in certain special undertakings. Lieutenant Com-
mander Cheek collaborated in important liaison work and more particularly in
matters directly involving combat, volunteering for reconnaissance trips in
small craft, and on several occasions was under fire. His counsel and ”sound
judgment were important contributions to the campaign in the Far East.

* x kK k%

NAVY COMMENDS NINE OFFICERS
Nine Naval officers have been awarded letters of commendation for distinguished
service, the group including six who served in the USS LEXINGTON and three U.S. Naval
Reservists in charge of armed guard crews which beat off submarine and aerial attacks aimed
at the merchant vessels on which they were stationed.

The USS LEXINGTON'’S officers were commended for their part in the Coral Sea Battle
and the letters went to:

Commander Alexander Foster Junker, USN,
Commander Herbert Spencer Duckworth, USN.
Commander Walter W. Gilmore, Supply Corps, USN. He was killed in action.
Lieutenant Commander Howard R. Healy, USN. He was killed in action.

Lieutenant Commander Edward Joseph O’Donnell, USN.

Lieutenant (junior grade) Harold Ellsworth Williamson, USN.

The three Naval Reservists are:

Ensign Juliah Wooten Bailey.

Ensign Frederick Strong Fink, Jr.

Ensign Robert Byron Ricks.

Commander Junker, Engineer Officer of the LEXINGTON, was commended for “skill,
courage and resourcefulness.” “At great personal risk,” his commendation stated, “you
investigated damage, supervised repair parties, and kept power on the ship until ordered to
evacuate your men. You rendered great assistance in directing damage control after Central
Station was destroyed and thereby contributed materially toward keeping the ship afloat so
that the successful abandonment could be carried out without further loss of life.”

“During and after the battle,” Commander Duckworth’s letter read, “you remained at
your post of duty, coolly and efficiently directing the functions of the Air Department, while
exposed to bombs, fragments and machine gun fire. When it became necessary to abandon
ship, you personally directed and assisted in evacuating the wounded and thereby materially
contributed to the reductigm of losses to an amazingly small mumber.” Commander Duckworth,
who was the LEXINGTON’S Air Officer, was commended for “skill, valor, and devotion to duty.”

BE QUICK TO BE QUIET
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Commander Gilmore, the Supply Officer of the LEXINGTON, was commended post-
humously for “devotion to duty” in a letter which said that his “superlative leadership and
efficiency contributed to a marked degree to the maintenance of the high state of morale of the
ship’s company, which in no small measure assisted in the final victory.”

The letter issued posthumously to Lieutenant Commander Healy, the LEXINGTON’S.
Damage Control Officer, declared that “you maintained excellent control of-damage by your
direction and supervision of repair parties, displayed complete disregard for your personal
safety during the battle, and returned the ship to an even keel and fighting condition. As a
result of your devotion to duty and skillful direction of damage control, the loss of life was
materially reduced.”

Lieutenant Commander O’Donnell was the LEXINGTON’S Gunnery Officer. “During the
attack on the LEXINGTON,” his letter stated, “you directed the ship's anti-aircraft fire ahd
later directed the control of damage and magazine security, and the rescue of wounded and
injured personnel below decks. By your complete disregard of your own safety and your calm,
efficient execution of vital tasks, you served as an inspiration to all about you and contributed

materially to the small loss of life sustained.” He was commended for “skill, courage and
endurance.” .

The Electrical Officer of LEXINGTON, Lieutenant (junior grade) Williamson, was lauded
for “courage, skill and endurance.” “After your station had been badly damaged by an explo-
sion and all other personnel there killed or badly wounded,” his letter declared, “you, at great
personal risk and suffering from shock, kept electric power on the ship and a portion of the
communications open. Your resourcefulness in directing the evacuation of wounded from the

damaged area in spite of smoke, gases and subsequent explosions materially contributed to the
small loss of life. »

Ensign Bailey was commended for “alertness and devotion to duty” and Ensign Ricks for
“skill, courage and devotion to duty” displayed in handling their gun crews in such a manner

that enemy submarines were frustrated in attempts to attack merchant vessels in which they
were serving.

Ensign Fink was commended for “courage, skill and endurance” displayed while directing
his armed guard crew in operations against airplanes which attempted to bomb the merchant
vessel in which that crew was sthtioned. Numerous plane attacks were fought off by the convoy
of which his ship was a part.

* k ko k %k

USS QUAIL HEROES REWARDED

The Navy has rewarded with decorations and promotions the heroism of 17 officers and
men who served on the USS QUAIL, stout little minesweeper which performed with distinction
before the Japanese overran the Philippines.

It was this same group that, in the final hours before Corregidor fell, followed the
QUAIL’s commanding officer, Lieutenant Commander John H. Morrill, USN, in a daring

2,000-mile dash to Australia in a 36-foot motor launch, But the honors announced today were
not For this feat alone.

Their decorations and promotions also were in recognition of their courage in braving
enemy artillery fire and machine gun strafing to scuttle the QUAIL and thus prevent it from
falling into Japanese hands, in aiding the Army when it called for volunteers to repair Cor-
regidor’s crumbling barricades, and in caring for the wounded.

They were recommended by Lieutenant Commander Morrill, whose heroic service during
the bombings to which the Japanese subjected the Cavite (P.1.) Navy Yard in the early days of
the war had won for him the Navy Cross.

DEMAND IDENTIFICATION FROM STRANGERS
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The Navy Cross was awarded to Donald C. Taylor, and he was promoted from the war-
rant grade of Gunner to Ensign.

James Howard Steele, Chief Machinist’s Mate, USN, was awarded the Silver Star and
advanced to the warrant grade of Machinist.

Nicholas George Cucinello, Chief Water Tender, USN, was given the Silver Star and
promoted to the warrant grade of Machinist.

George William Head, Chief Pharmacist’s Mate, USN, received the Silver Star and pro-
motion to the warrant grade of Pharmacist.

Jack Forest Meeker, Jr., Water Tender First Class, USN, was given the Silver Star and
promoted to Chief Water Tender.

The Silver Star went to Charles Ernest Weinmann, Chief Machinist’s Mate, USN.

Advancements in ratings for meritorious conduct were made as follows:

Bruce Roland Richardson, from Machir;ist’s Mate 1st Class to Chief Machinist’s Mate.

John Samuel Stringer, from Machinist’s Mate 1st Class to Chief Machinist’s Mate.

Edward Stanley Wolslegel, from Water' Tender 1st Class to Chief Water Tender.

Glenn Arthur Swisher, from Machinist’s Mate 1st Class to Chief Machinist’s Mate.

Philip Martin Binkley, from Signalman 1st Class to Chief Signalman.

Earl Bevlin Watkins, from Electrician’s Mate 2nd Class to Electrician’s Mate 1st Class.

Harold Haley, from Boatswain’s Mate 2nd Class to Boatswain’s Mate 1st Class.

Ralph William Clarke, from Gunner’s Mate 2nd Class to Gunner’s Mate 1st Class.

Ralph Waldo Newquist, from Gunner’s Mate 2nd Class to Gunner’s Mate 1st Class.

Raid Ortemus Rankin, from Coxswain to Boatswain’s Mate 2nd Class.

Lyle Joseph Bercier, from Gunner’s Mate 3rd Class to Gunner’s Mate 2nd Class.

The Navy Cross awarded Ensign Taylor and the Silver Stars given Machinists Steele
and Cucinello and to Weinmann and Meeker came in recognition of their heroism' in carrying
out orders to scuttle the QUAIL issued by Naval officials on May 6 when it became apparent
that the fall of Corregidor was imminent.

They volunteered to assist their commanding officer in performing this task, left the
shelter of Fort Hughes and raced through exposed areas to the Fort Hughes dock while that
place was under heavy artillery barrage. Upon their arrival at the dock, however, they found
their ship’s small boat sunk and, accordingly, had to swim 200 yards to another boat anchored
off the dock.

While in the water the men swam through Japanese artillery fire and numerous airplane
strafing att~~ks, but reached the small boat nevertheless. Ensign Taylor then assumed charge
as boat officer and.proceeded with his party to the QUAIL, continuing to dodge artillery and
airplane machine gun fire en route. The little minesweeper then was scuttled by the group.

“By your great effort, you materially assisted in accomplishing this difficult and
dangerous task, stated the citations issued to the five medal recipients. “Your extraordinary

heroism and coolness under fire were of the highest order and in keeping with the best trad-
itions of the Navy of the United States.”

TAKE TIME TO BE CAREFUL
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In recommending Taylor’s promotion Lieutenant Commander Morrill pointed out the
meritorious service Taylor had rendered as Gunner and Control Officer of the QUAIL through-
out the five months of the war while that vessel was in the Corregidor area.

“In this capacity,” Lieutenant Commander Morrill reported, “he excelled all others in

_ the number of enemy planes shot down. By his cool, calm direction of his gun crews, he was

able to beat off or turn back all enemy air attacks of the dive bomber and strafer type. He
was twice recommended for the Navy Cross for specific acts of heroism during this period.

“After the surrender of. Corregidor, he had the courage to assist the commanding officer
in extricating 16 members of the crew from enemy capture. During a 2,000-mile journey in a
small boat with these men, he was of inestimable assistance to his commanding officer in
piloting these men through enemy picket lines and in navigating them safely to their destination.

" He has met every dangerous situation with calm resourcefulness.”

“Throughout the war and in many trying circumstances,” Lieutenant Commander Morrill
stated in recommending Head’s promotion to Pharmacist, “this man kept the crew of the USS
QUAIL in excellent health, mostly in an independent duty status as there was no regular medi-
cal officer assigned to the unit to which we were attached. He also contributed greatly to their
morale, encouraging the brave to perform their duties efficiently under severe enemy air and
artillery attacks. In the final stages of the siege of Corregidor, he was many times called
upon for additional duties ashore, aiding the medical officers of the forts in caring for the
wounded.

“On one occasion at Fort Hughés, near the last hours before surrender, he took com-
plete charge of the first-aid and preliminary treatment of badly injured men, due to the med-
ical officers themselves being injured.

“When about to be captured by the enemy, he voluntarily chose to attempt to escape,
even though it was explained to him that it was extremely dangerous for him to do so. In .
attendance upon the 15 other men and two officers in a small boat on a 2,000-mile journey over
a period of 31 days, he not only kept all members in good health, without a single instance of
serious illness, but he also acted as dietician, inspected and treated all #resh water and food,

‘and was at all times an asset to morale.

“By his own foresight, he brought a plentiful supply of medical equipment and supplies’
on this trip. He frequently and successfully adminstered first-aid treatment to natives of
islands visited and by this means and by means of his personality, invariably effected friendly
rela.tmns with suspicious natives, thereby greatly contributing to the successful outcome of the
voyage.”

Lieutenant Commander Morrill also submitted a report with his recommendations for
the promotions given to Richardson, Stringer, Wolslegel, Swisher, Meeker, Binkley, Watkms
Haley, Clarke, Newquist, Rankin and Bercier, which said:

Durlng the last hours before surrender of that fortress (Corregidor), they were among
those who responded to the urgent call made by the Army for volunteers to repair the ¢rum-
bling shelter barricades.

“After surrender of the forts and when opportunity was offered to them to escape, it was
explained to them carefully that if caught by the enemy they would undoubtedly be shot as
guerlllas and that there was grave danger of their being so caught due to the tightness of the
enemy’s boat picket lines. In spite of the danger, they all enthusiastically desired to make the
attempt. Throughout the many dangers and hardships of thelr trip from Corregidor to Darwin,
Australia, they never once lost their courage or resolution.”

PG

WHEN YOU BARK - HE MAY BITE
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15 OFFICERS AND MEN COMMENDED

The Navy has commended 15 officers and enlisted men for outstanding performance of
duty, five of them U. S. Naval Reserve officers in charge of armed guard crews-stationed
aboard merchant vessels. .

Lieutenant (junior grade) Robert B. Bolt, one of the armed guard officers, was com-
mended for “courage and skill” in directing machine gun fire which beat off a Japanese four-
motored bomber attacking his ship in the Bay of Bengal. The plane later landed and was cap-
tured and seven dead enemy airmen were found inside.

As previously related in a Navy Department release on June 17, 1942, the plane in its
first attack dropped two bombs, one a near miss and the other scoring a hit in one of the mer-
chant craft’s hatches. When it returned for a second attack the plane was driven away by
machine guns manned by Lieutenant (junior grade) Bolt’s crew.

Lieutenant (junior grade) Harrison Smith, was cited for “alertness, endurance and valor”
which saved his ship. On one occasion he spotted enemy bombers and opened fire on them
before escort vessels saw the planes. His crew’s gunfire diverted the planes and caused them
to drop their torpedoes so that they passed harmlessly astern. “In addition,” his citation said,
“you gallantly fought off numerous other attacks during the voyage.”

Lieutenant (junior grade) Robert B. Berry, despite confusion existing after his merchant
ship was torpedoed, was able to get h1s gun crew off safely and was commended for his “skill,
bravery, courage and perserverance.  Although the vessel sank in about 1C minutes, only one
of its company was lost.

Lieutenant (junior grade) William G. Maxson, stood by the captain of his vessel when it
was torpedoed and sunk, and, “without fear, valiantly endeavored to avenge the loss of the ship
by firing on what appeared in the darkness to be the enemy.” He was commended for “courage,
skill and devotion to duty.”

Lieutenant (junior grade) Dan R. Schwartz, was commended for “gallant conduct” in a
similar incident. When his ship was struck by a torpedo and began to sink his crew fired
several rounds at a “moving slick.” The ship was abandoned, but it became evident that it
would not sink immediately and he returned to the vessel with volunteers and again fired upon
the “moving slick” when it was seen again. The submarine fired another torpedo and the ship
sank shortly thereafter. The gun crew got off safely, however.

Two enhsted men were commended for their “courage, skill and tenacity in the perform-
ance of duty displayed when a United States submarine evacuated a group of Australian
aviators stranded on an island in the Netherlands East Indies that was in control of the Japan-
ese.

The men, Leonard Bellmont Markeson, Quartermaster 1st Class, U.S.N., and Joseph
Leo McGrievy, Signalman 1st Class, U.S.N., were members of a small boat’s crew which made
several trips between their ship and the shore to take off the stranded airmen. '

After contact was established w1th the Australians by signalling and rescue operations
had begun, ” their commendations read, you helped a number of men through the surf to the
boat, rescued one drowning man, and hauled an unconscious man out through the surf, depos-
iting him safely in the boat.”

Carpenter Robert M. Metzger, U.S.N., who participated in diving operations when the
USS O-9 sank during diving tests off Portsmouth, N.H., June 27, 1941, was commended for
“skill and courage”.

“You surmounted all obstacles and descended to the ocean floor at the depth of 440 feet,
deeper than any diver had ever gone before,” his commendation stated.

SPIES ARE HABITUALLY INQUISITIVE
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Another diver, Emerson Denmark Buie, Chief Gunner’s Mate, U.S.N., was commended
for performing a “difficult and hazardous duty” when he countermined an unexploded depth
charge lying in the vimmty of a vessel on which salvage work was being conducted. His com-

mendation said that he “unhesitatingly undertook this-dangerous task and sucéessfully executed
it

Lieutenant (junior grade) Paul E. Anderson, U.S.N. R., who sacrificed his life in an effort
to prevent an accident which occurred during carrier landing practme at Monogram Field,
Nansemond County, Virginia, May 19, 1942, was commended for “valor and devotion to duty.”

He was acting in the capacity of landing signal officer at the time and observed a plane
approaching in a dangerous manner. He remained at his post, however, and, despite imminent
danger to himself, attempted by every signal possible to help'the pilot avert a crash landing,
continuing to signal until it became impossible for him to avoid the onrushing plane.

Orin Daniel Smith, Pharmacist’s Mate 1st Class, U.S.N., was commended for “devotion
to duty” during the Pearl Harbor attack on December 7. He was wounded in the leg while serv-
ing as a member of the crew of an ambulance which was strafed, but despite considerable pain
and discomfort assumed duty as a member of a dréessing station crew after having his wound
dressed.

Ensign Charles Odell Passapae, U.S.N.R., was commended for courage shown when he
leaped into shark-infested waters to rescue an enhsted man from drowning at Balboa, Canal
Zone.

James Wesley Moreland, Gunner’s Mate 2nd Class, U.S.N., and Herbert Newton Hurd, Jr.,
Machinist’s Mate 2nd Class, U.S.N, , were commended for rescumg shipmates from drownlng,

while Leonard Peter Carlson Machlmst s Mate 1st Class, U.S.N.R., was commended for res-
cuing a woman from drownmg

Carlson and Moreland have been awarded the Silver Life Saving Medal.

SIX ENLISTED MEN RECEIVE MERITORIOUS ADVANCEMENTS

Six enlisted men have been advanced in rating for meritorious conduct and commended
by Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox “for distinguished devotion to duty and extraordinary
courage and disregard” of their personal safety during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor,
December 7,1941.

John Moreno Caparelli, was advanced from aviation ordnanceman, first class, to aviation
chief ordnanceman. He manned a machine gun between two aircraft hangars and kept firing at
enemy planes despite severe bombing and strafing, Caparelli subsequently has been advanced
to warrant officer.

Joseph Talley Crownover, was advanced from radioman, first class, to chief radioman.
He helped to set up a machine gun and manned it until wounded by shrapnel.

Fred Morgan Llewellyn, was advanced from radioman, second class, to radioman, first
class. He helped to maintain the supply of ammunition to machine guns by remaining in a burn-
ing hangar until wounded.

Dale Shope Lyons, was advanced from aviation machinist’s mate, first class, to aviation
chief machinist’s mate. He helped to maintain the supply of ammunition to machine guns in a
burning hangar until wounded.

Clayton Warren Perry, was advanced from aviation radioman, first class, to aviation
chief radioman., He attempted to man a machine gun under heavy fire and later drove a mor-

tally wounded officer to aid despite strafing by an enemy plane. He then returned to assist in .
removing materiel from danger amid fire and explosions.

PLAYING WITH WORDS IS LIKE PLAYING WITH FIRE
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Edward Louis Wentzlaff, was advanced from aviation ordnanceman, second class, to
aviation ordnanceman, first class. While aboard ship he spotted enemy torpedo planes attack-
ing a nearby craft. He rushed to make secure portions of his ship, but bombs had already be-
gun to fall, and fire was. started. He assisted in firefighting and thereafter assisted in rescuing
wounded officers and men.

K K K %k

28 COMMENDED FOR HEROISM ABOARD USS PECOS

Twenty-eight enlisted men have been commended by Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox
for heroism and for outstanding performance of duty when the USS PECOS, a small tanker, was
sunk by the Japanese in waters south of Java.

Included in the group receiving commendations are five survivors from the aircraft ten-
der USS LANGLEY, who were picked-up by the PECOS after their ship was sunk. Loss of these
two vessels occurred' during late February and early March was announced previously.

Thirteen of those commended are listed on service records as missing in action, while
another is listed as dead.

Harland Donald Mettz, Storekeeper 3d Class, U.S.N., was cited for his action in volunteer-
ing to man a machine gun on the starboard machine gun pla.tform after the regular gunner had
been killed.

Mettz, a member of the PECOS’ crew, “cooly and courageously fired the gun for the remain-
der of the action although his experience for firing the gun was extremely limited, ” his com-
mendation states.

One of the LANGLEY survivors, Roy Thompson McNabb, Seaman 1st Class, U.S.N., was
commended for training an anti-aircraft gun throughout the action after a bomb explosion killed
or wounded several members of the gun crew.

Secretary Knox commended another LAN GLEY survivor, Reginald Mills, Gunner’s Ma.te
3d Class, U.S.N., for operating a machine gun “in a most credltable and courageous manner”
after the man handlmg this weapon had been killed.

Gustave Joseph Peluso, Chief Yeoman, U.S.N,, another LANGLEY man pmked up by the
PECOS, went to the PECOS’ bridge during the action against the enemy and “made himself
extremely useful.”

Peluso’s “foresight, courage, and presence of mind throughout most of the action were of
great assistance to the bridge force,” his citation asserts.

Robert Benjamin Christensen, Seaman 2d Class, U.S.N., procured a rescue breathing ap-
paratus and a fire hose, entered a cargo space strange to him and extinguished a fire when a
bomb exploded in the compartment. Christensen also was a LANGLEY survivor.

Another commended by Secretary Knox is Ralph Edward Schuler, Fireman 1st Class,
U.S.N. His commendation sets forth that “This man, assigned to the engine room, having
learned that the main cargo pumps were not operating properly due to injury to personnel,
vclunteered to go to the cargo pump room and operate these pumps, which he did throughout
the remaining action. He thus exposed himself to additional danger above his assigned duties.”

Roy Joseph Marchand, Fireman 1st Class, U.S.N., is the man who was commended post-
humously by Secretary Knox.

“Marchand,” the commendation asserts, “while acting as pumper on an anti-aircraft gun,
* calmly and courageously carried on his duties until about halfway through the action, when bomb
fragments put the pumping system out of order. He then remained and acted as messenger for
the Captain until he was fatally wounded in the action.”

20



Alfred Leroy Hagel, Chief Machinst’s Mate, U.S.N., who was senior petty officer stationed
in the engine room, twice voluntarily made complete inspection of damage to piping and tanks
and reported conditions to the Engineer Cificer.

Hagel’s action greatly facilitated damage control operations and his citation asserts that
“his courageous and competent actions are considered above and beyond his regular duties,
which he performed ably and well.”

Hagel is listed on service records as missing in action.

Luther Bryan Saxton, Chief Storekeeper, U.S.N., was commended by Secretary Knox for
“his_ cool courage as gun control talker on the bridge.”

His actions “facilitated all commands given by the Commanding Officer and throughout
the action he calmly gave all words passed in a most efficient action.” He was wounded by a
bomb fragment, but refused to leave his station for first aid.
When the Commanding Officer gave the order to “abandon ship,” Saxton went to the Pay
Office and obtained the pay records of the ship’s personnel. He held onto these records for
four hours while in the water, but finally had to drop them in order to board a destroyer which
picked up PECOS survivors.

The remaining commendations are identical and assert that the recipients “cooly, calmly
and bravely performed all duties in an outstanding manner throughout the action.”

Those commended whose names are not carried on Navy casualty lists are as follows:
Robert Charles Larrabee, Seaman 1st Class, U.S.N.

Kenneth Wilson Bruce, Boilermaker 2d Class, U.S.N.

Robert Wesley Stoner, Fireman 1st Class, U.S.N.

James Harry Long, Carpenter’s Mate 2d Class, U.S.N.

Floyd Challen Young, Seaman 1st Class, U.S.N.

Joseph Balitzki, Coxswain, U.S.N.

George Washington Harman, Jr., Chief Machinist’s Mate, U.S.N.
Others.commended who are listed as missing in action are as follows:
Robert Lannon Osborne, Quartermaster 2d Class, U.S.N.

Frank Lee Timmons, Chief Gunner’s Mate, U.S.N.

Lawrence Gray Weiss, Shipfitter 1st Class, U.S8.N.

Marion Thomas Earhart, Signalman 2d Class, U.S.N.

Roscoe Clayton Stevens, Chief Carpenter’s Mate, U.S.N.

Clyde Ora Bryant, Machinist’s Maté 1st Class, U.S.N.

Charles Edward Menten, Machinist’s Mate 1st Class, U.S.N.

Harley Leo Berry, Quartermaster 1st Class, U.S.N.

John Arthur Fast, Pharmacist’s Mate 3d Class, U.S.N.
BETTER BE SILENT THAN SORRY
21



Robert Lee Frost, Jr., Pharmacist’s Mate 3d Class, U.S.N.
Samuel Donald Miller, Boatswain’s Mate 1st Class, U.S.N
Alfred Charles Moyle, Pharmacist’s Mate 1st Class, U.S.N.
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THREE ENLISTED MEN ADVANCED
Three enlisted men have received meritorious advancements in rating.

Floyd Delbert Adkins, was advanced from aviation machinist’s mate, second class, to
aviation machinist’s mate, first class. His advance in rating was given for courage, ingenuity
and determination displayed in action with the enemy.

Onesime Morris DeFoe, was advanced from ship’s cook, first class, to chief commissary
steward for alert performance of his duty while on watch as a battle lookout.

Roland Walter Mock, was advanced from signalman, first class, to chief signalman. He
took an active part in fire fighting and rescue work after bombing attacks on the Navy Yard,
Cavite, P.I.
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FIVE ENLISTED MEN RECEIVE MERITORIOUS ADVANCEMENTS

Five enlisted men have received meritorious advancements in rating for their work in
action against the enemy.

James Joseph Donnelly, USN, was advanced from ship’s cook, first class, to chief com-
missary steward for exceptional work in providing meals without the help of a trained assistant
for the entire crew of the ship to which he has been attached during war patrol periods.

Fe Devaul Draper, USN, was advanced from machinist’s mate, first class, to chief
machinist's mate. Draper was largely responsible for the fine engineering performance of the
vessel to which he was attached during war patrols. He showed exceptional ability under battle
conditions.

Vernor Feild, USN, was advanced from fire-controlman, first class, to chief fire-control-
man. He did unusually fine work in keeping the fire control system of the vessel to which he
was attached in excellent running condition during long war patrol periods. He was partly
responsible for the high percentage of torpedo hits made by his ship.

Herman Troy Little, USN, was advanced from electrician’s mate, first class, to chief
electrician’s mate. He performed ingenious work on electrical and other equipment, working
long hours under trying conditions.

Merlin James Murray, USN, was advanced from machin,ist_’s mate, first class, to chief
machinist’s mate. He showed exceptional ingenuity and perseverance in maintaining the oper-
ating efficiency of machinery during war patrol.

* ¥ ¥ ¥ %

MARINE OFFICER’S BRAVERY WINS AWARG .

For his bravery in action and for continuing to lead his men though mortally wounded, 2nd
Lieutenant Carleton E. Simensen, USMC, has been awarded posthumously a letter of commenda-
tion by Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox.

WHAT FIFTH COLUMNISTS DON'T KNOW WON'T HURT YOU
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During the first few moments of the Japanese bombardment of Pearl Harbor December 7,
Lieutenant Simensen, without hesitation, led his Marines up the exposed ladders of the main-
mast of the USS ARIZONA in the midst of extremely heavy bombing and almost constant strafing
attacks. As they reached the searchlight platform he was fatally wounded. Just before he died
he motioned to his comrades not to assist him, but to continue instead to their battle stations.

The Secretary’s letter of commendation says in part: “His splendid leadership and his
heroie action in urging his men on when he himself had been mortally wounded, add further
lustre to the annals of the Marine Corps and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the
Naval Service.”

¥ ¥ k k%

18 MARINES COMMENDED POSTHUMOUSLY FOR HEROIC
ACTION ABOARD USS LEXINGTON

Eighteen enlisted Marines who were killed in action aboard the USS LEXINGTON have
been commended by their superior officers for setting “an example of courage and devotion to
duty of the highest order.”

Members of the crew of NumberTwo Anti-Aircraft Battery on the aircraft carrier, the 18
men were cited as follows: “They remained at their posts efficiently performing assigned duties
during strafing, explosions of torpedoes in the near vicinity of the battery, and after an aerial
bomb had exploded and fired a locker of heavy ammunition at the battery.

“They extinguished the fire, policed the battery and readied the only remaining serviceable
gun for further defense of the ship. As a result of their actions, they efficiently assisted in the
defense of LEXINGTON by fast, accurate fire under extremely difficult circumstances.”

Corporal Elwin E. Smith Private 1st class Arthur W. Carson
Corporal John R. Harshbarger Private 1st class Marvin B. Schluessel
Corporal Oliver D. Nichelson Private 1st class Layne Nordstrom
Corporal Robert A. Herzog Private Gail L. Sherwood

Private 1st class Donald J. Sibler Private John M. Steele

Private 1st class Francis M. Woods Private Ellis M. Hulse

Private 1st class Henry Zemola Private M. L. Landwehr 3

Private 1st class Edward ]. Juszkowski Private James J. Corbin
Private 1st class Richard T. Anderson Private Leonard S. Mayfield

* k Kk k ¥

TWO COMMENDED FOR PART IN SALVAGE WORK

Two enlisted men who volunteered for diving training and instructions which subsequently
enabled them to aid in the salvage of a ship damaged in the Pearl Harbor attack on December 7
have been commended by Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox.

The men, both chief water tenders in the regular Navy, are: William Herbert Carnes and
Francis Louis Haley.

Declaring that the Navy Department has been informed of the services they rendered dur-
ing salvage operations in the vessel, Secretary Knox issued the following citation to each man:

“You volunteered for diving training and instructions in order to qualify for this
arduous duty. You worked in the interior of that vessel under extremely difficult
and hazardous conditions, which required a high degree of stamina, courage and
determination. The fact that the stability of the vessel was maintained at all
times during the salvage operations was.largely due to your untiring efforts.”

* % ¥ %k %
KEEP YOUR OWN COUNSEL
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SIX ENLISTED MEN COMMENDED FOR LIFE SAVING;
ANOTHER WINS MEDAL

Six enlisted men have been commended by Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox for saving
comrades in arms from drowning, and another has been awarded the Treasury Department’s
Silver Life Saving Medal.

The men commended are as follows:

Bill Davison, seaman, second class, rescued a shipmate who had fallen overboard in
shark infested waters.

Grant Gerhard Gullickson, machinist’s mate, second class, saved another enlisted man
from dr'owning by keeping him afloat until picked up. Gulllckson swam among barnacle cover-
ed pilings and received lacerations and scratches,

Dan Edward Guthrie, boatswain’s mate, first class, assisted a mess attendant who had
fallen overboard and safely brought him to a rescue boat.

. William Eugene Links, aviation ordnanceman, third class, assisted a shipmate who had
fallen overboard until a gig picked them up.

William Hackert Phillips, quartermaster, third class, rescued a shlpmate who had fallen
overboard in shark infested waters.

Frank Joseph Zbiral, fireman, second class, went to the rescue of two shipmates. One
shipmate fell overboard. Another went to his rescue. When Zbiral saw that the rescuer was
having a difficult time he dove in and assisted in saving the first man’s life.

James Wesley Morela.nd, gunner’s mate, Second class, received the Treasury Depart-
ment’s Silver Life Savmg Medal for rescuing a shipmate from drowning.

* %k ¥k ¥ %

OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE ARMED GUARD WHO HAVE RECEIVED
MEDALS AND LETTERS OF COMMENDATION TO AUGUST 17, 1942

Wyland, H. L. Cox. USN Ltr. Commendation by the Secretary of the Navy
Toole, ].B. AS USNR  Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Terry.T. T, AS USNR  Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Strieb, H.A. - AS USN Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Stevens, C. D. AS USN Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Hale, M, Otto Sealc USNR  Lir. Commendation by the Secretary of the Navy
D’Argonne, Gordian Sealc USN Ltr. Commendation by the Secretary of the Navy
Bailey, Julian W. Ens USNR  Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Hagen, John T. AS USNR  Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Hall, Henry E. AS USNR  Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Maxson, Wm, Ens USNR  Ltr, Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Davault, J.B. Sealc USN Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Harris, Seazc USNR  Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Harden, AS USNR  Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Hardie, AS USNR  Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Harper, AS USNR  Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Hall, AS USNR  Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Handy, SeaZc USNR  Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Harry, AS USNR  Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Haddad, AS USNR  Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Brinn, Rufus E. Ens USNR  Silver Star and Ltr. Commendation by the
Secretary of the Navy.
Decottes, Eaton P. BMlc USNR  Silver Star and Ltr. Commendation by the

Secretary of the Navy.
HEAR EVERYTHING, SEE EVERYTHING, SAY NOTHING
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Newman, Edwin B.
Schill, Gustav Jr.
Hoban, Ed C.
Dixon, Thormes ]J.

Plyant, Julian D.
Price, Peter
Franzeo, Gabriel
Smith, Edgar
Smith, Clarence, Jr.
Sharkey, Ch. M
Rawls, Ernest E.
Widgeon, George Jr.
Chapman, Claude H.
Moore, James C.
Smith, Edwin L.
Fink, Frederjck S,

Shipley, Francis M.

Harkey, Paul K.
Haynes, John L.
Jones, Cole Jr.
Kelly, Ben J.
Latimer, Robert S.
McGrath, Timothy F.
Manor, Rudolph
Sherbno, Ch. F,
Harrell, Wm. T.
Waddell, Virgil W.
Radney, Lowell
Smith, Tommie
Ricks, Robert B.

o’ Savage, Jos.

Mosier, Milton Jr.
Thomas, Harman H.
Wilcox, Arthur E,
Griffin, Wesley
Belt, Robert B.

Garner, Ralph J.

Bentinger, Gordon
Edmondson, Darrel
Edwards, Manuel
Elliott, Rex
Dosnen, Arthur Jr.
Doran, Raymond W.
Dalton, Jack N.
Weiss, Otto H. Jr.
Shipley, Stuart A,
Taylor, Harry J.

Tucker, Thoms. D, Jr.

Turner, Roland M.
Spaulding, John H.

AS
AS
AS
o
AS

AS
AS
Ens.

Cox.

AS
AS
AS
Sealc
Ens.

Cox

AS
SeaZc
AS
AS
Seale
AS
SeaZc
Cox
AS
AS
AS

AS

USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USN

USNR
USNR
USN

USNR
USNR
USNR

USNR

USN
USN
USNR
USN
USNR

USN

USNR
USN
USN
USN
USNR
USN
USN
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR

Silver Star and Litr. Commendation by the
Secretary of the Navy. :
Silver Star and Ltr. Commendation by the
Secretary of the Navy.
Silver Star and Litr. Commendation by the
Secretary of the Navy.
Silver Star and Lir. Commendation by the
Secretary of the Navy.
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of Navy
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Litr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Silver Star Medal and Lir, Commendation by
the Secretary of the Nawvy.
Silver Star Medal and Ltr. Commendation by
the Secretary of the Navy.
Lir. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Litr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr., Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendafion by Chief of Naval Personnel
Lir. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Lir. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Silver Star Medal and Ltr. Commendation by
the Secretary of the Navy. ;
Silver Star Medal and Ltr. Commendation by
the Secretary of the Navy.
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Silver Star Medal and Litr. of Commendation by
The Secretary of the Navy.
Silver Star Medal and Ltr. of Commendation by
The Secretary of the Navy,
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Lir. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Litr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of the Navy
Litr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Lir. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Litr., Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

MILITARY ORATORY 'SOUNDS BEST IN SOLITUDE
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Tucker, Ewell S,
Pickler, David A.
Lazetera, E.J.
Williams, Allen W.
Wills, Kenneth A.
Whittington, Lloyd
Wade, Ralph W.
Williams, Lawrence A,
Smalley, Harvey Jr.
Kramer, Sidney
Lohse, Clarence K.
McCabe, Burton E.
Markham, Claron D.
Lamborn, Max
Williams, Walter M.
Young, Wm. G. Jr.
Jackson, Ch. K.
Dubose, Selba Lee
Clark, Claude, Jr.
Kleine, Bill
Knoblock, Kenneth
Carelli, Laurence
Campbell, Thurlow
Curtis, Richard J.
Cody, Wallace E,
Chambers, Virgil
Dax, Jos. S.

Smith, Harrison
Lewis, Mark O,
Lenihan, Timothy
Doyle, M.F.

Marshall, Hunter
(Deceased)
Seivertson, Charles
(Deceased)
Shipp, Delbert R.
Shunk, Donald F.
Sienecki, Valentine
Simbulan, Quirino, Jr.,
Skaling, Howard D.

Skrelunas, Jos.
Smursta, John W.

Waller, John J.

(only survivor)
Collins, Wilber P.
MecLeod, John N. Jr.
Rahn, Raymond K.
Rees, George R.
Regan, Eugene
Thompson, Donald B.
Probert, Arthur H.
Pottger, Wm. R.

Van Buskirk, Lester
Fredericks, Harry C.

AS
Ens.
Cox
AS
AS

AS

AS
AS
Cox
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
RMa3c
S2c
GMZ2c
Sealc
Sealc
Seade
Sealc
Seazc
Sealc
Sealc
SeaZe
Seadce
Ens.
Sealc
Sealc
Cox.

Ens
AS

AS
AS
AS
AS
GMa3c

AS
AS
Sealc

Ens.

GMa3c
Seaic
SeaZc
Sealc
Sealc
SeaZc
SeaZc
Sealc
Cox.

USNR

USNR
USN

USN
USN
USN
USN
USN

USN
USN
USN

USNR
USN
USNR
USNR
USNR
USN
USN
USNR
USNR
USN

-

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of the Navy

Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of the Navy

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of the Navy

Lir. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Lir. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Litr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Suitable entry in Service Record

Suitable entry in Service Record *

Suitable entry in Service Record

Suitable entry in Service Record

Suitable entry in Service Record

Suitable entry in Service Record

Suitable entry in Service Record

Suitable entry in Service Record

Suitable entry in Service Record

Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of the Navy

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Silver Star Medal and Letter Commendation by
the Secretary of the Navy

Silver Star Medal and Letter of Commendation
by the Secretary of the Navy.

Posthumous Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of
the Navy

Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of the Navy

Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of the Navy

Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of the Navy

Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of the Navy

Silver Star Medal and Letter of Commendation
by Secretary of the Navy, (Post.)

Post. Ltr. Commendation by the Secretary of
the Navy.

Post. Ltr. Commendation by the Secretary of
the Navy.

Silver Star Medal and Letter Commendation by
Secretary of the Navy

Silver Star Medal

Silver Star Medal

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Litr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Silver Star Medal and Ltr. Commendation by the
Secretary of the Navy

TALK 1S CHEAP - WHEN IT'S NOT AN EXPENSIVE LIABILITY
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Harrison, Woodrow W. SeaZc USN

Berry, Robert B. Lt. (jg) USNR
Gallegos, Faustin AS USNR
Lewis, Thurston J. AsS USNR
Ritter, Howard Sealc USNR
Goodwin, Ch. W, AS USNR
Gaines, Raymond D. AS USNR
Gilbert, Thos. AS USNR
Garrett, Carroll AS USNR
Goad, Albert L. AS USNR
Pinson, Grover C. SEAZc USNR
Lewis, Ted B. AS USNR
McLeod, Malcolm Ens USNR
Rust, Albert M. Cox USNR
Hannan, Jack C. AS USNR
Adams, Roy L AS USNR
Graves, Dorsey L. AS USNR
Schwartz, Dan R. Lt. (jg) USNR
Taylor, Wm. C. Cox USN

Fulke, Wyatt B, Seadc USNR
Osberne, John K. AS USNR
Papauskas, Anth. Seale USNR
Harkness, C. H. SeaZe USNR
Payne, Thos. F. SeaZc USNR
Hall, L.F. Sealc USNR
Neal, Connie M. SeaZc USNR
Montgomery, Ray C. Seade USNR
Owens, Graves Seadc USNR
Fowler, Codell AS USNR
Huggins, R, C. Seadc USNR
Anderson, Al. W. Ens. USNR
Abasta, Frank P. AS USN

Pickern, Edgar V. AS USNR
Stetz, Frank C. AS USNR

(Last four above-named men missing)

Marhold, Robert Cox USNR
Straw, Arlie, R. AS USNR
Spokes, John S. : AS USNR

(Last three above-named men injured)

Perryman, Wm. P. AS USNR
Phillips, Freddie AS USNR
Baldwin, Clyde D. AS USNR
Stevens, Henry C. AS USNR
Stanley, Lloyd A. Seadc USN
Swope, John S. AS USNR
Kissinger, John Jr. SeaZc USN
Cudat, Walter J. Ens. USNR
Wilson, Harry P. Cox USN
Evans, Richard G. Séalc USNR
Duciaome, Albert L. Seazc USN
Edrington, John Wm. SeaZc USN
England, Robert SeaZc USN
Augustine, Ralph A, Seadc USN
Anderson, Fred Seadc USNR
Schmidt, Harvey Sealc USN
Caldwell, Wm. H. RMa3c USN
Fox, Ernest L. SMZc USN

Silver Star Medal and Litr. Commendation by the
Secretary of the Navy

Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of the Navy
Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of the Navy
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Litr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Litr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of the Navy
Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of the Navy
Litr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr., Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Lir. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Litr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Litr. Commendation by Chiel of Naval Personnel
Ltr, Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Silver Star Medal

Silver Star Medal

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Lir. Com.mendat.ion by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Litr. Conmimendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of the Navy

Ltr. Commendation by Secretary of the Navy

Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr, Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Lir, Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by, Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr., Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel
Ltr. Commendation by Chief of Naval Personnel

BEWARE OF INQUISITIVE FRIENDS
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ARMY DECORATIONS AWARDED TO NAVAL PERSONNEL
TO AUGUST 26, 1942

Distinguished Service Cross Awarded by the Army:

BROWN, Robert J., (Deceased), Private, 1st Class, USMC
BULKELEY, John D., Lieutenant Commander, USN (Oak Leaf
Cluster in lieu of Second Distinguished Service Cross)
COX, George E., Ensign, USNR
DONALDSON, Trose Emmett, (Deceased), Lieutenant (jg), USNR
FENNO, Frank W., Lieutenant Commander, USN
FULLER, Bert Carl Chief Radioman, USN
GOODALL, Henry William, Lieutenant Commander, USN (Missing)
KELLY, Rcbert B., Lieutenant Commander, USN
KRAMB, Charles Herman, Jr., (Deceased), Gunner’s Mate,
3rd Class, USN
SMITH, Charles Edward, (Decea_sed)}, Chief Electrician’s Mate, USN

Silver Star Awarded by the Army:

AKERS, Anthony B., Ensign, USNR
ANDERSON, Herman R., Lieutenant Colonel, USMC (Missing)
BAILEY, Melvin D., Corporal, USMC (Missing)
BALOG, John X., Chief Pharmacist’s Mate (AA), USN, (Awarded

Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of Second Silver Star)
BANSLEY, Donald Edmond, Pharmacist’s Mate, 2nd Class,

USN (Missing)
BARR, Charles James, Machinist’s Mate, 1st Class, USN
BARTLETT, George F., Fireman, 1st Class, USN (Missing)
BAUM, Benjamin G., Corporal, USMC (Missing)
BECKNER, Charles C., Pharmacist’s Mate, 3rd Class, USN
BEDFORD, Edward W., Aviation Radioman. 1st Class, USN
BENCH, Willie Guy, Chief Electrician’s Mate, USN
BORAGO, Frank Colon, Seaman, 2nd Class, USN
BOUDOLF,, Joseph L., Carpenter s Mate, 1st Class USN (Missing)
BOUNDS, Dave W., Chlef Aviation Pilot, USN .
BRANTINGHAM, Henry] ., Lieutenant (jg), USN
BREEZE, John R., Sergeant, USMC (missing) 2
BROCKMAN, Robert John, Torpedoman, 2nd Class, USN
BROWN, Paul A., Captain, USMCR, (Missing)
BUETHE, George M., Corporal, USMC (Missing)
BULKELEY, John D., Lieutenant Commander, USN
BUNN, Evan F., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
BURNETT, RobertB Torpedoman, 2nd Class, USN (Missing)
CASTENGERA, William Joseph, Torpedoman, 2nd Class, USN
CHABOT, Leon Edmond, 1st Lieutenant, USMC
CHALKER, Joseph C., Machinist’s Mate, 2nd Class, USN (Missing)
CHASTAIN, Joe B., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
CLARK, Albert Hobbs, Lieutenant, USN
CLARK, Golland Lee, Jr., Captain, USMC (Missing)
CLARK, Jesse N., Boatswain’s Mate, 1st Class (USN), (Missing)
CLIFT, John W., Chief Yeoman (AA), USN, (Missing)
COBB, Ned M., Seaman, 1st Class, USN
COLL]NS Raymond ;o Corporal USMC (Missing)
CONN, LeRoy G., Mach1mst s Mate, 2nd Class, USN
COOLEY, Richard, Quartermaster Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
CORBISIERE, Dominick, Ship’s Cook, 2nd Class, USN
CORLEY, John K., Field Music, USMC (Missing)
COTE, Raymond Conrad Joseph, Fire Controlman, first class, USN

SOME SYLLABLES ARE SWORDS
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COX, George E., Ensign, USNR

CRAIG, Jack Cecil, Torpedoman, 1lst Class, USN

CRAIN, Max A., Aviation Machinist’s Mate, 1st Class, USN

DAVIS, Houston L,, Platoon Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

DECKER, Francis Joseph, Machinist’s Mate, 2nd Class, USN

DEEDE, LeRoy C., Lieutenant, USNR (Deceased)

DeHOSNERY, Stewart Alexander, Mess Attendant, 1st Class, USN

DEVITT, John Albert, Chief Electrician’s Mate, USN

DeVRIES, Marvin H., Torpedoman, lst Class, USN (Missing)

DOWNING, Carl E., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

DOWNS, James Thomas, Machinist’s Mate, 2nd Class, USN

DURBIN, Lloyd T., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)

EDDY, Wallace D., Chief Aviation Pilot, USN

EICHELBERGER, Paul E., Machinist’s Mate, 1st Class, USN (Missing)

FANTONE, John S., First Lieutenant, USMC (Missing)

FARNER, Robert P., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)

FERRARA, Mario, Chief Aviation Machinist’s Mate, USN

FESTIN, Stanley, Seaman, 2nd Class, USN

FISK, Harold Roy, Seaman, 2nd Class, USN

FRAZER, Jennings Bryan, Chief Machinist’s Mate, USN

FREE, Edward G., Private, 1st Class, USMC, (Missing)

FRITSCH, William Harold, Electrician’s Mate, 2nd Class, USN

FROGNER, Gordon Ingvald, Apprentice Seaman, USNR

GARRETT, Donald J., Private, st Class, USMC (Missing)

GASSETT, LeRoy, Radioman, 2nd Class, USN

GIACCANI, Floyd R., Baker, 2nd Class, USN (Missing) (Awarded an
Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second'Silver Star)

GLOVER, DeWitt L., Chief Quartermaster (AA), USN, (Missing)
(Awarded an Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)

GONYER, Alvin LeRoy, Signalman, 3rd Class, USN

GOODHUE, Theodore Lester, Torpedoman, 2nd Class, USN :

GOODMAN, David, Radioman, 2nd Class, USN (Missing) (Awarded
Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)

GOUGH, William V., Jr., Lieutenant (jg), USNR

GREER, Charles R., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Deceased)

GRIZZARD; Herbert W., Machinist’s Mate, Second Class, USN (Missing)

GUNN, Frederick Arthur, Lieutenant, USN

GUTTERMUTH, John George, Fireman, 3rd Class, USN

GUYOT, Dale, Chief Machinist’s Mate, USN (Missing)

HAGOPAN, Jacob, Machinist’s Mate, ‘1st Class, USN

HANCOCK, Morris W., Chief Machinist’s Mate (PA), USN (Missing)
(Awarded Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)

HARLFINGER, Fredrick Joseph, Lieutenant, USN

HARRIS, David W., Torpedoman, 2nd Class, USN, (Deceased)
(Awarded Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)

HARRISON, Donald William, Electrician’s Mate, 2nd Class, USN

HAWN, Richard Gatling, Machinist’s Mate, 2nd Class, USN

HAYNES, Eugene O., Corporal, USMC (Missing) (Awarded Oak Leaf
Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)

HOOPS, James L., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)

HOULIHAN, John L., Torpedoman, 1st Class, USN (Missing)

HQY, James Elton, Fireman, 3rd Class, USN

HUCKABAY, Uri L., Jr., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

HUGHES, Robert Luther, Electrician’s Mate, 2nd Class, USN

HUGHES, Walter Robert, Apprentice Seaman, USNR

HUNTER, Velt F., Chief Machinist’s Mate (AA), USN (Awarded Oak
Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)

HYATT, Lawson Junior, Seaman, an Class, USN

IRVIN, Ernest Joseph, Pharmacist’s Mate, 3rd Class, (Missing) USN

THERE"S MANY A 'SLIP TWIXT THE EAR AND THE LIP
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JACKSON, Lonnie Davis, Mess Attendant, 1st Class, USN
JACKSON, Robert Franklin, Fireman, 3rd Class, USN
JENKINS, J. T., Platoon Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
JOHNSON, Cone H., Ensign, USNR
JOHNSON, W. H., Seaman, 1st Class, USN
JOINER, Thurman Louis, Torpedoman, 1st Class, USN
JORDAN, Gergeant, USMC (Missing)
KAIL, Kenneth Karlyle, Seaman, lst Class, USN
KATCHUK, Alexander, Private, USMC. (M:Lssing)
KEATH, Harry G., Ship’s Cook, 2nd Class, USN, (Missing)
KEISELBACH, Arthur Edwin, Radioman, 2nd Class, USN
KELLY, Robert B., Lieutenant Commander USN
KELLY, Winsor F., Aviation Radioman, 3rd Class, USN
KELTNER, MOI‘!‘IS Henry, Quartermaster, 1lst Class, USN
KENNEY, Richard D., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
KERNS, James H., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
KIEFER, Edwin Arnold, Apprentice Seaman, USN
KING, Homer Lyman, Torpedoman, 2nd Class, USN
KLINGBELL, Herbert G., Private, USMC (Missing)
KOENIG, Fred E., Jr., Private, 1st Class, USMC
KOHLMAN, Eugene M., Corporal, USMC (Missing)
KONKO, William F., Radioman, 3rd Class, USN (Missing)
KUMP, Glen Diever, Seaman, 2nd Class, USN
LAKE, Donald E., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
LANCASTER, Marion B., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)-
LANGSTON, Clem L., Coxswain, USN (Missing)
LAWLESS, John, Machinist’s Mate, 1st Class, USN (Missing)
(Awarded Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)
LEIGHTLEY, Albert Lewis, Signalman, 1st Class, USN
LEON, Anthony, Fireman, 2nd Class, USN
LEWIS, John Henry, Machinist’s Mate, 1st Class, USN, (Missing)
LICODO, Benjamin, Officer’s Steward, 3rd Class, USN, (Awarded
Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of Second Silver Star)
LIGGETT, Clabe, Jr., Machinist’s Mate, 2nd Class, USN
LIGHT, James D., Chief Torpedoman, (AA), USN (Nhssmg)
(Awarded Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of Second Silver Star)
LINVILLE, Bert 8., Platoon Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
LOHR, Harold C., Aviation Machinist's Mate, 1st Class, USN
MADDEN, Elwood K., Corporal, USMC (Missing)
MAN'N]NG Alan 8., lst Lieutenant, USMC (M1ssmg)
MARSTE‘.RS John Wllham, Chief Machinist’s Mate, USN
MARTINO, John, Chief Torpedoman (AA), USN
(Awarded Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)
McCLUE, Barney, D., Corporal, USMC (Mlssmg}
McCONNELL Maurlce Leonard, Pharmacist’s Mate, lst Class, USN
MCCORMACK William N., Corporal UsSMC {Mlssmg}
(Awarded Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)
MeCOQY, Charles H., Apprentice Seama.n USN
McEVOY, James A., Jr., Machinist’s Mate, Z2nd Class, USN (Mlssing)
MILEY, Cllfton, S., Private 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
MILLER, Robert Carl, Seaman, 2nd Cla.ss, USN (Missing)
MOORE, Robert Bruce, Captain, USMC (Missing)
MURRAY, Bond, Ensign, USNR, (Missing) .
NAPOLILLO, Francis J., Jr., Ship’s Cook, 1st Class, USN (Missing)
NARDINI, John Edward, Lieutenant (MC), USN (Missing)
NEALE, Edgar T., Lieutenant Commander, USN
NEARMAN, Kenneth Eugene, Seaman, 1st Class, USN
NELSON, George B., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
NEY, Ralph S., Pharmacist’s Mate, 2nd ‘Class, USN (Missing)
(Awarded Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)
NOEL, Otis, F., Quartermaster, 1st Class, USN (Missing)

TO MEN ONLY - DON'T TELL HER
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O’BRIEN, John P., Jr., Platoon Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
OFFRET, Elwood H., Chief Machinist’s Mate (AA) USN (Missing)
OWEN, Paul A., Chief Machinist’'s Mate (AA), USN (Missing)
PARKER, Seymour F., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

PAVLAKOS, James G,, Corporal, USMC (Missing)

PENICK, Ralph R., 1st Lieutenant, USMC (Missing)
PERKOWSKY, Felix, Chief Torpedoman, USN

PERRI, Albert, Sergeant, USMC, (Missing)

PERRY, Ralph Raymond, Machinist’s Mate, 1st Class (USN)
PETERSEN, Melvin W., Corporal, USMC (Missing)

PIERSON, Ernest E., Boatswain’s Mate, 2nd Class, USN (Missing)
PING, Fred Eugene, Seaman, 2nd Class, USN

PINTO, Harry W., Platoon Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

PITTS, Raymond L., Ensign, USNR

POLLOCK, Thomas F., Lieutenant, USN

POSEY, William H., sShip’s Cook, 1st Class, USN (Missing)
PROMNITZ, Oliver F., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
RAY, Herbert James, Captain, USN

RAY, John F., Field Cook, USMC, (Missing)

REECE, John Daniel, Electrician’s Mate, 1st Class, USN
REGAN, Richard A., Chief Machinist’s Mate, (PA) (Missing)
REYNOLDS, Willard J., Chief Commissary Steward, USN (Deceased)

(Awarded Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)
RICE, Kenneth V,, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
RICHARDSON, Carl C., Chief Machinist’s Mate, USN (Missing)

(Awarded Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)
RICHARDSON, 7liff D., Ensign, USNR, (Missing)

(Awarded Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)
RICHARDSON, William Henry, Radioman, 1st Class, USN,
ROBERTS, Harry Lee, Ship’s Cook, 1st Class, USN
ROBINSON, Forest Gordon, Chief Electrician’s Mate, USN
ROCKWELL, Francis W., Rear Admiral, USN
ROOKE, Henry C., Ship’s Cook, 2nd Class, USN (Missing)
ROSEN, Jacob, Yeoman, 1st Class, USN
ROSS, Albert P., Quartermaster, 1st Class, USN

(Awarded Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)
ROSSELL, Frank G., Jr., Platoon Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
ROTTER, Edwin J., Field Cook, USMC (Missing)

SAUNDERS, Clifford Harrison, Jr., Torpedoman, 1st Class, USN
SCHOTTLER, George Henry, Ensign, USNR

SCOTT, Kenneth Irwin, Seaman, 2nd Class, USN

SCOTT. Roy Jim Jr., Seaman, 2nd Class, USNR

SHAMBORA, Johr, Boatswain’s Mate, 1st Class, USN (Missing)
SHELTON, Herbert R., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)

SHEPARD, George W., Jr., Machinist’s Mate, 1st Class, USN (Missing)

(Awarded Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)
SHIELDS, John Francis, Gunner’s Mate, 1st Class, USNR
SHOFNER, Austin Conner, Captain, USMC (Missing)

SIMS, Watson S., Radioman, 2nd Class, USN

SITTON, Quentin R., Private, USMC (Deceased)

SMITH, William A., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

SOUTHERN, Jesse Phillip, Chief Signalman, USN
STANFORD, William Wilson, Machinist’s Mate, 1st Class, USN
STEWART, Thomas 8., Private, 1st Class, USMC, (Missing)
STRANGMAN, William Leigh, Lieutenant (DC), USN (Missing)
STROUD, Densil C., Chief Commissary Steward, USN
SWAHN, Berkley R., Private First Class, USMC (Missing)
TAYLOR, Fred M., Corporal, USMC (Missing)

TAYLOR, Victor LaRue, Radioman, 3rd Class, USN
THOMPSON, Robert Moody, Apprentice Seaman, USNR

"STRICTLY BETWEEN US..."™ - DON'T KID YOURSELF
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TRIPP, Harry P., Radioman, 3rd Class, USN (Missing)
TUGGLE, John L., Machinist’s Mate, 1st Class, USN (Missing)
(Awarded Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)
VAN RAY, Clarence E., st Lieutenant, USMC (Missing)
VINTON, Fred S., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
WADE, Ernest Marion, Lieutenant Commander (MC) USN (Missing)
WAWRZONEK, Louis Joseph, Pharmacist’s Mate, 1st Class, USN
WILLEVER, Stewart, Radioman, 2nd Class, USN,
(Awarded Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second Silver Star)
WILLIAMS, Everett S., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
WILLIS, Everett Bryant, Seaman, 2nd Class USN
WINGET, George W., Machinist’s Mate, 2nd Class, USN (Missing)
WINTERHOLLER, John, 1st Lieutenant, USMC (Missing)
WINTERMAN, Mike, Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
WITTKE, Donald E., Corporal, USMC (Missing)
WOODWORTH, Harry Eades, Lieutenant (jg), USN
ZARZECKI, Henry Joseph, Fireman, 1st Class, USN
ZEEMAN, Chester Bernard, Machinist’s Mate, 2nd Class, USN
ZUBICK, Albert, Seaman, 2nd Class, USN

Purple Heart Awarded by the Army:

ADAMS, Leon Claude, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
ALLEN, Billy W,, Corporal, USMC (Missing)

ANDERSON, Walter P., Private, 1st Class, USMC
ARNOLDY, Arthur A., Corporal, USMC (Missing)

BAILEY, Jack Francis, Corporal, USMC (Missing)
BERNARDY, Donald L., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
BIBLE, James E,, Mess Sergeant, UMSC (Missing)

BRONK, Stanley E., 1st Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
BUETHE, George M., Corporal, USMC (Missing)

CALVIN, Andrew R., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
CHRISTIE, Martin S,, Corporal, USMC (Missing)
CLEMENT, Robert A., Platoon Sergeant, USMC

COGHLAN, William Ambrose, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
COHEN, Mitchell, Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

DORAN, William D., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
ECKSTEIN, Charles L., Platoon Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
ELLISTON, John C., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
FERGUSON, Robert A., Corporal, USMC (Missing)
FERRISS, James Furr, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
FITZGERALD, John P., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
FRAZIER, John H,, Corporal, USMC (Missing)
GUSTAFSON, Clarence P., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
HAGEMO, Olaf William, Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
HAMBY, Thorton E., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
HENDERSON, Ralph Lee, Jr., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
HODACH, Frank J., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
HODGE, Robert R., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
HOLDREDGE, Willard B., 1st Lieutenant, USMC (Missing)
JEFFRIES, George T., Field Cook, USMC (Missing)
JOHANNSEN, Fred, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
JOHNSON, William R., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
JOHNSTON, Herbert A., Corporal, USMC (Missing)
KERNES, Wilfred, Private, 1st Class (Missing), USMC
KOZUCH, Stephen T., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
KUBETH, Joseph, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
LEHNER, James Jacob, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
LITTLE, Wesley C., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

LOVERIX, Campbell, Corporal, USMC (Missing)

HOT AIR RISES - DON'T TALK
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MARTINEAU, Robert John, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
MANNING, Allan S., 1st Lieutenant, USMC (Missing)

BERTZ, Louis S., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
McKINNEY, Floyd M., Private, 1st Class, USMC, (Missing)
McMAKIN, Benjamin L., Captain, USMC (Missing)

McMILLIAN, John R., Jr., Corporal, USMC (Missing)
McQUILLIAM, Raymond C., Corporal, USMC (Missing)
MELLIES, Warren H., Corporal, USMC (Missing)

MENSCHING, Wilfred H., Corporal, USMC (Missing)
MONTGOMERY, Warren Anderson, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
MOREY, Corwin R., Corporal, USMC (Missing)

MYERS, Harold Birkett, Jr., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
NOLAN, Emmett F., Mess Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

NOR.DINE Karl Lawrence, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
o DONNE‘.LL John James, Jr., Private, USMC, (Missing)
PARKS, Frank James, Private, lst Class, USMC (Missing)
PAULIN, Kenneth Ross, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Deceased)
PINTO, Harry W., Platoon Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

POWERS, Claude Devoe, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
PRINCE, Frank White, Jr., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
RAY, John F., Field Cook, USMC (Missing)

RIND, Alfred T. Jr., Technical Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
ROBERTSON, Douglas S., Corporal, USMC (Missing)
ROBINTON, Roy, Captain, USMC (Missing)

ROMANELLI, Joseph M., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

SMITH, Warren Henry, Private, USMC (Missing)

SMITH, William A., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

STAHLECKER, Harold R., Corporal, USMC (Missing)

STEELE, Garvin G., Field Cook, USMC (Deceased)

STEFANSKI, Edward, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
STOLLEY, Frederick Theodore, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
STUMPGES, Frederick J., Field Music Corporal, USMC (Missing)
SUBLETT, Henry William, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
TAYLOR, Robert Eugene, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
TOOTLE, James A., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

TOWNSDIN, Roy J., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
TUOMALA, Reino William, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
WATSON, Richard James, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
WEBBER, Lawrence E., Corporal, USMC (Missing)

WHITE, Tommie Joe, Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)

Letters of Commendation Awarded by the Army:

BAILEY, Jack Francis, Corporal, USMC (Missmg)
BLAYDES, Wilbur Kassel Jr., Pharmacist’s Mate, 2nd Class, USN, (Missing)
BRANTLEY, Loren Henry, Pr:wa.te 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
BURKEY, Hilary F., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
COPELAND, Clifton E., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

" DEEDE, Truman J., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
DUNCAN, Richard, 1st Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
EICHMAN, Martin D., Corporal, USMC (Missing)
ERWIN, William T., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
EVANS, Milton Post, Corporal, USMC (Missing)
FERGUSON, Frank William, Quartermaster Clerk, USMC (Missing)
FINKEN, William Herman, Corporal, USMC (Missing)
FOWLER, Harry Park, Corporal, USMC (Missing)
FRANKLIN, Lewis, Private, lst Class, USMC (Missing)
GIBSON, Donald Clay, Platoon Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
HAGEMO, Olaf William, Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
HALFORD, William T., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
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HASKIN, John Elmer, Quartermaster Sergeant, USMC (Missing)
HEATON, Jesse Clyde, Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

HEIL, John Joseph, Major, USMC (Missing)

HELMS, Philip Henry, Sergeant, USMC (Deceased)
HUDDLESON, Clyde R., Captain, USMC (Missing)

HUSTON, James T., Jr., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
JIMERSON, Floyd Burnell, Corporal, USMC (Missing)

JORDAN, Julian, Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

[“SRNS, James H., Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

KINNEY, Harold E., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
KOENIG, Fred E., Private, 1st Class, USMC

LANDRUM, James Oden, Corporal, USMC (Missing)
McCORMACK, William N., Corporal, USMC (Missing)
McKENZIE, James J., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
McMAKIN, Benjamin L., Captain, USMC (Missing)

MILLER, Roy W., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing) ,
NEY, Ralph S., Pharmacist’s Mate, 2nd Class, USN, (Missing)
PERRI, Albert, Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

PESHEK, Michael Emile, 1st Lieutenant, USMC (Missing)

RAY, John F., Field Cook, USMC (Missing)

REARDON, Joseph James, Quartermaster Clerk, USMC (Missing)
RICE, Kenneth V., Private, 1st Class, USMC (Missing)
ROBRINS, Dale Eldon, Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

SIMPSON, Claud Ernest, Corporal, USMC (Missing)

SNELLINGS, Herman Lee, Quartermaster Clerk, USMC (Missing)
TISTADT, Hugh A., Jr., 1st Lieutenant, USMC .(Missing)
TURNER, Gerald Ade, Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

VAN BUSKIRK, Wilbur Vaughn, Corporal, USMC (Missing)
WADE, Ernest Marion, Lieutenant Commander (MC) USN (Missing)
WAWRZONEK, Louis Joseph, Pharmacist’s Mate, 1st Class, USN (Missing)
WHITE, Leo, Sergeant, USMC (Missing)

WILLIAMS, Isaac Clarence, Corporal, USMC (Missing)
WINTERHOLLER, John, 1st Lieutenant, USMC (Missing)

IF YOU DON'T SAY IT, THE WRONG PERSON WON'T HEAR IT
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HOWS TO WAIT FOR OUR "READY LIGHTS” NEXT TIME
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35




ADMIRAL A.]. HEPBURN NAMED CHAIRMAN OF NEW
GENERAL BOARD OF NAVY

Membership of the General Board of the Navy has been reconstituted with Admiral
Arthur Japy Hepburn, U. S, Navy (Retired), as chairman, effective immediately. ]

Admiral Hepburn, who has servad 4as Director of the Office of Public Relations of the
Navy since May 12, 1941, has been succeeded in that post by Captain Leland P. Lovette,
U.S. Navy, who was formerly Assistant Director of the Office of Public Relations.

The membership of the Board, which advises the Secretary of the Navy ou all matters of
Naval policy, is announced as follows:

Admiral Arthur J. Hepburn, U.S. Navy, Retired, Chairman
Admiral Thomas C. Hart, U.S. Navy, Retired

Admiral Claude C. Bloch, U.S Navy, Retired

Rear Admiral Walton R. Sexton, U.S. Navy, Retired

Rear Admiral Gilbert J. Rowcliff, U.S. Navy

Captain Harry L. Pence, U.S. Navy, Retired, duty with the Board
Captain John J. Mahoney, U.S. Navy, Secretary.

Formerly, the members of the General Board were Rear Admiral Walton R. Sexton,
U.S. Navy (Ret.), chairman; Admiral C.C. Bloch, U.S. Navy (Ret.); Rear Admiral
Gilbert J. Rowcliff, U.S. Navy; and Captain J. J. Mahoney, U.S. Navy, secretary. Captain
Harry L. Pence, U.S. Navy (Ret.) was on duty with the Board.

The duties and responsibilities of the General Board have increased greatly since
America’s entry into the war as a belligerent. The wartime reorganization brings to the Board
a group of outstanding Naval officers well qualified through long experience to deal with the
vital problems constantly arising under the stress of war.

VICE ADMIRAL REICHMUTH TO RELIEVE
REAR ADMIRAL PETTENGILL

Rear Admiral George T. Pettengill, USN, Retired, will be relieved as Commandant of
the Washington (D.C.) Navy Yard, Commander of the Potomac River Command and
Superintendent of the Naval Gun Factory, Washington, D.C., on September 15, and will report
for duty in the Bureau of Naval Personnel, Navy Department.

Rear Admiral Pettengill is to be relieved by Vice Admiral Ferdinand L. Reichmuth,
USN, who has had a command at sea. Vice Admiral Reichmuth will resume his permanent
rank of Rear Admiral upon assuming his new duties.

REAR ADMIRAL DRAEMEL SUCCEEDS REAR ADMIRAL WATSON AS
COMMANDANT OF FOURTH NAVAL DISTRICT

Rear Admiral Adolphus E. Watson, U.S. Navy. Commandant of the Fourth Naval District,
was restired September 1, 1942, according to statutory requirements, having reached the age of
64. He was relieved as Commandant of the Fourth Naval District by Rear Admiral Milo
Frederick Draemel, U.S. Navy, who has had a command at sea.

* ¥ % X %

REAR ADMIRAL WATSON REPORTS FOR DUTY IN
OFFICE OF CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

Rear Admiral Adolphus E. Watson, USN, Retired, former Commandant of the Fourth
Naval District, has reported for duty in the office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy
Department, Washington, D.C.

MEN OF FEW WORDS ARE THE BEST MEN
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He was retired September 1, 1942, in accordance with statutory requirements, having
reached the age of 64, and was relieved as Commandant of the Fourth Naval District by Rear
Admiral Milo Frederick Draemel, USN.

Rear Admiral Watson is residing temporarily at the Army and Navy Club, Washington,
N 63

* ok ok kX
CAPTAIN TRAIN NEW DIRECTOR OF NAVAL INTELLIGENCE

Captain Harold C. Train, USN, has assumed the duties of Director of Naval Intelligence
relieving Rear Admiral T. S. Wilkinson, USN, who now has duty at sea.

Captain Train’s nomination for promotion to Rear Admiral has been sent to the Senate by
the President of the United States.

PROMOTION OF OFFICERS
Secretary of the Navy Knox has announced that temporary promotions
of all officers, line and staff, will be made as the needs of the service
demand.

Promotions will be made from lists prepared, using the selective
system. These lists will be subject to approval by the President.

These promotion lists will not be made public.

* % ¥k ¥ k

NAVAL AVIATORS.

Secretary of the Navy Knox has announced that steps have been taken .
to insure that sufficient officers will be available in the various grades
for the rapidly expanding aeronautical organization of the Navy.

Lists of officers for temporary promotion to higher grades have been
prepared using the selective system.

These lists have been approved by the President.

The lists will not be made public, but promotions will be made from
these lists as the needs of the service require.

In view of the rapidly expanding aeronautical organization, it may be
expected that temporary promotions of naval aviators will occur at
earlier dates than regular line officers.

* ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

STREET CARS ARE FOR RIDING, NOT TALKING
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PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS

Secretary of the Navy Knox announced recently that all officers of the regular Navy whose
58th birthday will be reached during this calendar year have been ordered to appear for special
physical examinations.

One board has been appointed on each coast. The East Coast board meets in Washington.
The West Coast board meets in San Francisco.

These boards have been directed to give thorough physical examinations and to submit
factual reports of each officer’s physical condition.

These examinations are being given to insure that only those officers whose physical
condition warrants will remain in posts of responsibility.

* k k % ¥

MARINE CORPS ENLISTEL MEN ELIGIBLE
FOR GLIDER TRAINING

Enlisted men of the Marine Corps may now apply for admission to flight training
leading to designation as Naval Aviation Glider Pilot. Heretofore, only Naval Aviation
Pilots have been eligible for this training.

For admission to glider pilot training, a Marine must be at least a private first class with
eight months’ active service. He must be physically qualified, temperamentally adapted and
less than 32 years of age.

Applicants completing the flight training for Naval Aviation Glider Pilot will be used
as co-pilots of large transport gliders.

All applications must be submitted to Headquarters and must bear the endorsement of the
candidate’s commanding officer.

* ok k% %

ENSIGNS AND LIEUTENANTS (JG) UNDER 33 ELIGIBLE
FOR FLIGHT TRAINING

Ensigns and Lieutenants (junior grade) under 33 years of age who are physically and
psychologically qualified and who have 50 hours’ solo flying and a pilot’s certificate may now
become naval aviators. Those who apply may be assigned.to civilian pilot training courses and
ordered to an appropriate station for the training. i

Upon successful completion of a civilian pilot training instructor’s course these officers
will be transferred to naval flight training centers for refresher courses leading to the

designation of naval aviator. Application should be made to the Bureau of Naval Personnel via
the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery and the Bureau of Aeronautics.

K ok ok ok ok

SPECIALISTS (M) - (MAIL CLERKS)
1. The followingexcerptis quoted from Recruiting Circular No. 107-42, for information:

“1. The Bureau desires that the following procedure be strictly adhered to in the selec-
tion of Specialists (M), Class V-6, U.S. Naval Reserve:

AN IDLE TONGUE CARRIES DEATH IN ITS WAG
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Chief Specialist (M) Post office supervisors, such as superintendent of
mails, assistant superintendent of mails, foremen in
mailing division, or superintendent of classified
branch or station; or former service men with at least
four years Naval service and ten years experience in
post offices, who have ability to organize and super-
vise postal functions.

Specialist (M) 1st class Ten years experience in the mail service, including
money order and registry experience in a first or
second class post office and whose past records have
demonstrated ability to organize and supervise postal
functions.

Specialist (M) 2nd class Five years experience as a mail clerk in a first or
second class post office or railway mail service.

Specialist (M) 3rd class Three years experience as a mail clerk in any post
office.

“2. The above qualifications will be substantiated by a letter from the Post Office Inspec-
tor in the District or Office in which applicant is employed or by a Naval District Postal
Liaison Officer showing experience, conduct record and performance of duties in postal work.”

2. In general, the Bure